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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
CrrcuLar, WASHINGTON, January 5, 1875. 

Publishes letter from the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury to the Secretary of War, informing him that 
the amount of U. 8. securities held by the Treasurer 
of the U.S. in trust for the Merchants’ National Bank 
of Little Rock, Ark., as security for public deposits, 
now stands at $70,000, an increase of $20,000. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


1 sued from the War Sepereaent, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending January 12, 1875. 


Wednesday, January 6. 


The leave of absence on Surgeon’s certificate of dis- 
ability granted Captain J. 8. Tompkins, Twenty-fifth 
Infantry (Fort Stockton, Texas), in Special Orders No. 
186, November 23, 1874, from Headquarters Depart- 
ment of Texas, is ex'ended five months on Surgeon’s 
certiticate of disability. : 

The resignation of Captain Henry A. Du Pont, Fifth 
Artillery, bas been accepted by the President, to take 
effect March 1, 1875. 

To be discharged.—Private Emil Hohl, H, Twenty- 
third Infantry, now with his command; Recruit Fred- 
erick Beekman, General Service U. 8. Army; Privates 
Edward Davaran, Signal Service U. 8. Army, now on 
detached service at Headquarters Department of the 
Missouri; John M. Thompson, F, Third Artillery, now 
with his command; William Dunbar, B, Sixteenth In- 
fantry, now in confinement with his command; Re- 
cruit James E. Weston, General Service U. 8S. Army, 
now at Recruiting Rendezvous, Cleveland, O. 

Revcked.—Transfer of Private Allen Ellis, B, Thir- 
teenth Infantry, to E, Thirteenth nage § transfer of 
Thomas Sheldon, D, Fourth Artillery, to B, Eighteenth 
Infantry. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon A. W. Wiggin is relieved from duty in 
the Department of the Columbia and will report in 
person to the President of the Army Medical Board in 
session in New York City for examination for promo- 
tion. On completion of his examination he will report 
by letter to the Surgeon-General. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant H. L. Haskell, Twelfth Infantry (Fort 
Yuma, Cal.), in Special Orders No. 152, December 7, 
1874, from Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, is further extended three months. 

Prisoners transferred.—From Newport Barracks, 
XKy., to the military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kas. ; 
Edward Van Rensselaer, private, A, Fifth Artillery: 
Thomas Hogan, private, General Service; Richard 
Welsh, late second class private, Ordnance Detach- 
ment; Hubert Schroeder, late recruit, General Service; 
Edward Klinger, late private, G, Second Infantry; 
Arthur Trilsch and Gustavus Winkleman, lute privates, 
B, Music Boys, General Service; George L. Tonner, 
late recruit, General Service; James Cyphers, late pri- 
vate, First Cavalry. 


Thursday, January 7. 

Prisoners transferred.—From Missouri Penitentiary, 
Jefferson City, Mo., to the Leavenworth Military 
Prison, Fort Leavenworth, Kas.: Charles Bowers, late 
private, E, Sixth Cavalry; Michael Christian, late un- 
assigned recruit; Henry Cagger, late private, A, Ninth 
Cavalry; Maurice Duvall, late private, Tenth Cavalry; 
Benjamin Jackson, late private, B, Tenth Cavalry; 
Jacob Maddox, late private, G, Twenty-fourth Infan- 
try; Thos. McDermott, late recruit, General Mounted 
tee William Parker, late private, B, Fifth In- 

antry. 


try 
To be discharged.—Bugler Gustav Cohen, D, First 
Artillery. 


Friday, January 8. 


‘The leave of absence granted Major J. J. Upham, 
Fifth Cavalry (Caldwell, Kas.), in Special Orders No. 
207, December 12, 1874, from Headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, is extended six months, with 
permission to go beyond sea, 

First Lieutenant E. M. Camp, Twelfth Infantry, now 
on leave of absence, is assigned to duty in Washington, 
to date from the 1st instant, with a view to the settle- 
ment of his accounts pertaining to Quartermaster’s and 
Subsistence Departments. 

1o be discharged.—Privates John M. Laskey, General 
Service U. 8. Army, now with the Signal Service De- 
tacknent, at Fort Whipple, Va.; Carlos Carmona, F, 
Sixteenth Infantry. 

Saturday, January 9, 


The Board of Ordnance Officers appointed b 
Par. 6, Special Orders No, 221, October 10, 1874, 
from this Office, and now in session in New York City, 
will proceed to Frankford Arsenal, Philadelphia, Pa., 


for duty in connection with experimental powders, 
and on completion thereof will resume their present 
station, 

Prisoners transferred.—From Fort Columbus, N. Y. 
d., to the military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kas.: 
Joseph Lee, recruit, General Service; Vincent A. 
Kelly, recruit, General Mounted Service; James Morris, 
private, I, First Cavalry; William Hastings, private, 
A, Fifth Cavalry; Charles Tracy, late recruit, General 
Service; Charles Braun, late recruit, General Mounted 
Service; Emil Troitzsch, late private, B, Music Boys, 
General Service; W. P. Kingsbury and James Wilson, 
late privates, A, Permanent Party, General Service; 
Anthony Messler, late second class private, Ordnance 
Detachment; William Ewing, late private, B, First 
Artillery; F. J. Kennedy, late private, H, First Artil- 
lery; Pierre Oudin, late private, I, First Artillery; Her- 
mann Hohorst, late private, D, First Infantry; Wil- 
liam R. Browne, late private, G, Sixteenth Infantry; 
James F’. Glynn, late private, I, Sixteenth Infantry. 

The leave of absence on Surgeon’s certificate of dis- 
ability granted Captain A. B. Taylor, Fifth Cavalry, 
in Special Orders No, 141, June 29, 1874, from this 
office, is extended eight months on Surgeon’s certificate 
of disability, with permission to go beyond sea. 

Zo be discharged.—Commissary Sergeant . August 
Gewer, now on duty at Oglethorpe Barracks, Savan- 
nah, Ga.; Sergeants Walter B. Webster, Signal Ser- 
vicé, now at Salt Lake City, U. T.; George Webber, 
E, First Cavalry, now with his command. 

To complete his record on the rolls, no discharge 

having been furnished, Captain William H. Courtney, 
Seventh New York Artillery, is mustered out and hon- 
orable discharged from the military service of the 
United States, to date August 1, 1865, by reason of the 
muster out of hiscommand. No payments will be 
made on this order, the officer having been paid in full 
to date of discharge. 
Captain A. 8. Kimball, Assistant Quartermaster, is 
relieved from duty in the Department of Texas and 
will report in person to the Commanding General De- 
partment of the Missouri for assignment to duty at Fort 
Riley, Kas., in charge of the repairs at that post in ad- 
dition to the ordinary duties of Quartermaster. 

Prisoners transferred.—From St Louis Barracks, 
Mo., to the military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kas. : 
George Cochran and William J. Kent, late recruits, 
and John Goenner, late private, Permanent Company, 
General Mounted Service. 


Monday, January 11. 

Ordered to Station—The following named enlisted 
men of the Ninth Infantry, will return to their station 
at Fort Laramie, with permission to delay fifteen days 
en route: First Sergeant John H. D. Smith, B; Ser- 
geant Johnston B. Reed, E. 

Zo be discharged.—Private James E. Howell, C, Fifth 
Infantry, now with his command. 

Second Lieutenant O. D. Ladley, Twenty-second In- 
fantry, is relieved from duty with the U. 8. Northern 
Boundary Commission, and will proceed without de- 
lay to join his proper station. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
day, January 9: 

Seay | C, Fourth Artillery, from Presidio, Cal., to Alcatraz 
Island, Cal. 

Company C, Third Infantry. from New Orleans, La., to Natchi- 
tocher, La. 

Company B, Twenty-second Infantry, from Savannah, Ga., to 
New Orleans, La 

Post EsTaBLisHED.--Natchez, La. 








GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 89, Washington, December 4, 1874. 
—Relates to trials of enlisted men by Court-martial. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 90, Washington, December 5, 1874. 
—Before a General Court-martial which convened at 
West Point, N. Y., November 23, 1874, pursuant to 8. 
O. No. 191, Headquarters U. 8. Military Academy, 
November 19, 1874, and of which Major Alfred Mor- 
decai, Ordnance Department, U. 8. Army, is president, 
were arraigned and tried: 

Cadet Corporal William Holabird, Third Class, and} 
Cadet Joseph F. Cummings, First Class, and Oscar J. 
Brown, Second Class, U. 5. Military Academy, all on 
the charge of ‘‘ Violation of Par. 127, Academic Regu- 
lations.” The specification in each case alleged that 
being on the sick report and in the Cadet Hospital, 
each absented himself from the said hospital without 
proper authority for a period longer than half an 
hour, between tattoo on the 12th of November and re- 
veille on the 18th of November, 1874. To which 
charge and specification each pleaded ‘‘ Guilty,” and 
was so found; and sentenced to be suspended withont 
pay until July 1, 1875, and to join respectively the then 
Third, First, and Second Classes. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 91, Washington, Dec. 18, 1874.— 
Before a G. C.-M. which convened at West Point, N. 
Y., December 1, 1874, pursuant to 8. O. No. 191, 
Headquarters U. 8. Military Academy, West Point, N. 
Y., November 19, 1874, and of which Major Alfred 
Mordecai, Ordnance Department, U. 8. Army, is presi-- 
dent, was arraigned and tried: Cadet Albert L. Mills, 
Fourth Class, U. 8. Military accent. Charge.— 
‘* Violation of Par. 124, Academic Regulations. Speci- 
fication ist—That he brought, or caused to be brought, 





a bottle containing intoxicating a within the Cadet 
limits, on or about the 25th of November, 1874, be- 





ICAL 


tween the hours of 8 and 10 Pp. m. "Specification 2d— 
That being Orderly of his room, he had in his room a 
bottle containing intoxicating liquor, on same day. To 
which charge and specifications the accused, Cadet 
Albert L. Mills, Fourth Class, U. 8. Military Academy, 
declined to plead,on the ground that the court 
clined ‘‘ to place his charge under any Article of War, 
and the court has no power to try him under any other 
law.” The court found the accused as follows: Of 
the 1st specification, “ Not Guilty;” of the 2d specifi- 
cation, ‘‘Guilty;” of the charge, ‘‘ Guilty.” He was 
sentenced ‘‘ To be dismissed the service of the United 
States.” The proceedings, findings, and sentence.of. 
the General Court-martial in the foregoing case, are 
approved. All the members of the court recommend 
the accused to clemency, on.the ground of his) youth 
and previous good character. The sentence is mitigated 
to ‘‘suspension without pay until July 1, 1875, when 
he shall join the then Fourth Class.” 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 


W.T7. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Private Henry Pond, Company G, First Artillery, is 
hereby transferred to Company B of that regiment. 
He will proceed without delay to his proper station— 
St. Augustine, Fla.—and report to his company com- 
mander for duty. (8. O. No.1, Jan. 4.) 


The leave of absence for one month, ted Second 
Lieutenant William H. McMinn, Eighth Infantry, by 
Special Orders No. 104, Headquarters Department of 
Arizona, 1874, and extended one month by Special 
Orders No. 162, Headquarters Division of the Pacific, 
=. further extended one month. (8. O. No. 2, 

an. 6. 


1. Leave of absence for four months is granted 
Captain Henry W. Wessels, Jr., Third Cavalry. (8. 
O. No. 8, Jan. 7.) 

2. Leave of absence for seventy-five days is granted 
Co‘onel B. H. Grierson, Tenth Cavalry, to take effect 
from December 20, 1874. (Ibid.) 


Lieutenant-Colonel Bradley, of the Ninth Cavalry, 
telegraphs to the Army Headquarters January 12, that 
Captain Henry, who was sent some weeks ago with a 
detachment to compel a party of miners to leave the 
Black Hills, had returned to Sheridan Village, the 
whole command being badly frozen. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Cieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq'r¢rs New Orleans, La. 


Department Transferred.—By order of the Lieuten- 
ant-General of the Army, issued 7 of the 
President of the United States, the Department of the 
Gulf was on the 4th instant transferred to the Division 
of the Missouri. 


Medicul Department.—A. A. Surgeon Charles Pelaez, 
U. 8. Army, was ordered January 6 to by ore to the 
commanding officer of the troops in New Orleans for 
assignment to duty. 

New Orleans—A General Court-martial was consti- 
tuted to meet at New Orleans, January 11. Detail for 
the court: Captains Charles A. Webb, Twenty-second 
Infantry; James T. McGinniss and Wm. M. Water- 
bury, Thirteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant Jesse C. 
Chance, Thirteenth Infantry; Second Lieutenants 
Emerson Griffith, Thirteenth Infantry; Gustav Von 
Blucher, Twenth-second Infantry; Com P. Cecil, 
Thirteenth Infantry. Second Lieutenant O. M. Smith, 
T wenty-second Infantry, judge-advocate. 


Jackson Barracks.—A General Court-martial was 
constituted to meet at Jackson Barracks, La., January 
11. Detail for the court: Captains Jacob F. Kent, 
John H. Page, Third Infantry; J. B. Irvine, Twenty- 
second Infantry; Charles Hobart, Third Infantry; First 
Lieutenants Geo. W. H. Stouch, Third Infantry; *E. 
Van A. Andruss, First Artillery; John W. Hannay, 
Third Infantry. Second Lieutenant George W. Desk. 
ler, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 


t of General Sheridan.—The following is the 
report of General Sheridan on the New Orleans 
troubles: 


Miurrary Division or tHE Missourt, 
New Onveans, La., Jap. 8. 


To the Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War, Vi ashington ; 

I have the honor to submit the following brief report 
of affairs as they occurred here in the organization of 
the State Legislature of Jan. 4, 1875. I was notin 
command of this military department until 9 o’clock 
at night on the 4th inst., but I fully indorse, and am 
willing to be held ———— for acts of the military 
as conservators of public peace upon that day. 
During the few days in which I was in the city prior 
to the 4th of January, the general topic of conversa- 
tion was the scenes of bloodshed that were liable to 


HEADQUARTERS 


oecur on that day, and I beard threats of 
assassinating the Governor, and expressed that 
he was not killed on the 14th of —— last; also 
threats of the assassination of Repub! members of 


the House in order to secure the election of a Demo- 





cratic Speaker, I also know of the kidnapping by the 
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banditti of Mr. Cousin, one of the members elect of 
the Legislature. c 

In order to preserve peace, and to make the State- 
house safe for the peaceable assembling of the Legis- 
lature, General Emory, u the requisition of the 
Governor, stationed troops in the vicinity of the build- 
ing. Owing to these precautions the Legislature 
Of the penon. At Ib o'clock William Vigess, the cork 

°” the clerk 
of the last House of Representatives, gomseobed to call 
the roll, as acco: to law he was empowered to do. 
One hundred two a members 
answered to their names, Of this number, fifty-two 
were Republicans and fifty Democrats. Before enter- 
ing the +e L. i Sais leads bows anoated in 
caucus as mocratic nominee for Speaker, and 
Michael Hahn as the Republican nominee. ' 

Mr. Vigers had not finished announcing the result 
when one of the members, Mr. Billien, of Lafourche, 
nominated Mr. L. A. Wiltz for temporary 8; er. 
Mr. Vigers promptly declared the mation out of order 
at that time, when some one - the question, and 
amid cheers on the Democratic side of the House, Mr. 
Wiltz dashed on to the rostrum, pushed aside Mr. 
Vigers, seized the Speaker’s chair and gavel, and de- 
clared himself Speaker. A protest against this arbi- 
trary and unlawful proceeding was promptly made by 
members of the majority, but Mr. Wiltz paid no atten- 
tion to these protests, and on motion from some one on 
the Democratic side of the House, it was declared that 
one Trezevant was nominated and elected Clerk of the 
House. Mr. vant at once sprang forward and 
occupied the Clerk’s chair amid the wildest confusion 
over the whole house. Mayor Wiltz then again, on 
other nomination from the mocratic side of the 
House, declared one Flood elected sergeant at arms, 


and ordered a certain number of assistants to be | 8t®2 


appointed. Instantly a large number of men through- 
out the hall, who had been admitted on vallons pao. 
texts, such as reporters and members’ friends and spec- 
tators, turned down the lappels of their coats upon 
which were pinned blue ribbon badges, on which were 
printed in gold letters the words ‘‘ Assistant Sergeant 
at Arms,” and the Assembly was in the possession of 
the minority, and the White ) Sorc of Louisiana had 
made its threat of seizing the House, many of 
the assistant sergeants at arms being well known as 
captains of White oo companies in this city. 
Notwithstanding the suddenness of this movement, 
the leading Republican members had not failed to pro- 
test again and again against this revolutionary action 
of the minority, but all to no purpose, and many of 
the Republicans rose and left the House in a body, 
together with the clerk, Mr. Vigers, who carried with 
him the original roll of the House as returned by the 
of State. The excitement was now very 
great, and the acting Speaker directed the sergeant at 
arms to prevent the egress or in of members or 
others, and several exciting scuffles in which knives 
and pistols were drawn took place, and for a few 
moments it seemed as if bloodshed would ensue. 

. At this juncture Mr. Dupre, a Democratic member 
from Orleans Parish, moved that the military power of 
the General Government be invoked to preserve the 
peace, and that a committee be appointed to wait on 

eneral De Trobriand, the commanding officer of the 
United States troops stationed at the State-house and 
request his assistance in clearing the lobby. The mo- 
tion was adopted. A committee of five,of which Mr. Du- 
_ was made chairman, was sent to wait upon General 

e Trobriand and soon returned with that officer, who 
was accompanied by two of his Staff officers. As 
General De Trobriand walked down to the Speaker’s 
desk loud applause burst from the Democratic side of 
the House. General De Trobriand asked the acting 
Speaker if it was not possible for him to preserve or- 
der without yf ona to him to preserve order as a 
United States Army officer. Mr. Wiltz said it was not, 
whereupon the General proceeded to the lobby, and 
addressing a few words to the excited crowd, peace was 
at once restored. On motion of Mr. Dupre, Mr. 
Wiltz then, in the name of the General Assembly of 
the State of Louisiana, thanked General De Trobriand 
for his interference in behalf of law and order, and 
a ee he one 
e Republicans had now generally withdrawn from 
the hall, and united in signing a petition to the Gover- 
eotitinn oe ges iouneen _— asking his aid, which 
D, sign y fifty-two returned members 
of the House, is in my p =” 
Immediately subsequent to the action of Mr. Wiltz 
in ejecting the clerk of the old House, Mr. Billien 
moved that two gentlemen from the Parish of De Soto, 
one from Winn, one from Bienville, and one from 
Iberia, who had not been returned by the Returning 
, be sworn in as members, and they were accord- 
ingly sworn in by Mr. Wiltz, and took’ their seats on 
the floor as members of the House. A motion was 
now made that the House proceed with its permanent 
organization, and accordingly the roll was called by 
- Trezevant, the acting clerk, and Wiltz was de- 
clared Speaker, and Trezevant Clerk of the House. 
Acting on the protest made by the majority of the 
House; the Governor now rane the Gumasading 
of the Department to aid him in restoring or- 
der, and enable the legally returned members of the 
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State, and removed from the floor of the House those 
oop who had been illegally seated, and who had no 
egal right to be there ; whereupon the Democrats rose 
and left the House, and the remaining members pro- 
ceeded to effect an organization under the State laws. 

In all this turmoil, in which bloodshed was immi- 
nent, the military posse behaved with great discretion. 
When Mr. Wiltz, the weeping Epesker of the House, 
called for troops to prevent bl , they were given 
him; when the Governor of the State called for a posse 
for the same p' and to enforce the law, it was 
furnished also. Had this not been done it is my firm 
belief that scenes of bloodshed would have ensued. 

P. H. SHermpay, Lieutenant-General. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 
Fort Abercrombie.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
inted to meet at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., January 

4. The following officers of the Seventeenth Infan- 


| try were detailed for the court: Colonel T. L. Critten- 


den; Captain W. M. Van Horne; First Lieutenants I. 
8. Howe, T. G. Troxel, W. P. rs, J. M. Burns; 
Second Lieutenants D. H. Brush, Alexander Ogle. 
Captain C. E. Bennett, judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Fifth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
on vas y seats certificate of disability, was January 2 
granted Captain H. B. Bristol (Fort Dodge, Kas.) 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon W. E. Sabin, 
U. 8. Army, was ordered January 3 to proceed, with- 
out mx h rom Fort Leavenworth, Kas., to Fort Gib- 
son, I. T., reporting for duty. 

Leave of absence for twenty days was January 4 

ted A. A. oo? H. 8. Kilbourne, U. 8S. Army 
(Fort Gibson, I. T.) 
' DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigqadter-General FE. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ned. 

Deserters.—The commanding officer of each regiment 
serving in this Department will send to D. J. Cook, 
Esq., Superintendent Rocky Mountain Detective Asso- 
ciation, Denver, Colorado, descriptive lists of all men 
who may have deserted from their respective regiments, 
while serving in the Department of the Platte, from the 
first day of January, 1871, to the date of receipt of De- 
cember 17. Hereafter, upon the desertion of any sol- 
dier in this command, the commanding officer of the 
post or detachment, from which the desertion occurs, 
will send, by the first mail, a copy of the man’s descrip- 
tive list to Mr. Cook. The commanding officer of Fort 
D. A. Russell, will, from time to time, on notification 
from Mr. Cook, send a guard, under command of an 
officer, to Denver to obtain such deserters as may be in 
custody there. These deserters, on arrival at Fort D. 
A. Russell, will be sent by the commanding officer, 
under proper guard, to their respective companies or 
stations. 

Twenty-third Infantry.—Company D, Twenty-third 
Infantry, was January 7 relieved from duty at Fort D. 
A. Russell, and ordered to proceed by rail to Fort 
Fred. Steele, and there take post. 

Payment of Troops.—The payment of troops was 
January 7 ordered to be made in the following order, 
viz: Fort Sanders, Fort Steele, Fort Bridger, Camp 
Douglas, Fort Cameron, including troops on detached 
service from that post, Camp Stambaugh, Camp Brown, 
Fort Hall, Idaho. 

Medical Department.—Upon the recommendation of 
the medical director of the Department, A. A. Surgeon 
E. J. O'Callaghan, U. 8S. Army, was January 5 ordered 
to report, in person, in Omaha, to the medical director 
of the Department, for annulment of contract. 

Fort D,. A. Russell,—At the request of Major A. J. 
Dallas, Twenty-third Infantry, temporarily in com- 
mand of Fort D. A. Russell, a board of officers was or- 
dered to convene at that post on the 8th instant, to 
examine into and report upon all circumstances con- 
nected with the destruction, by fire, January 4, of 
twelve sets of officers’ quarters at that place. Detail 
for the board: Colonel Joseph J. Reynolds, Third Cav- 
alry; Lieutenant-Colonel Cuvier Grover, Third Cavalry, 
Acting Assistant Inspector-General; Captain John J. 
Coppinger, Twenty-third Infantry. The board will 
also examine into and report upon the character of the 
buildings burned and the measures necessary to be 
taken to ward against similar conflagrations in the 
future. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 


Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Quartermaster’s Department.—Leave of absence for 
one month, to take effect when his services can be 
spared by his post commander, was December 13 
granted Captain A. G. Robinsun, Assistant Quarter- 
master. (Fort Sill, I. T.) 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon W. B. Van- 
Duyn, U. 8. ee Baw ordered December 23 to Deni- 
son, Texas, and ce to camp of Company G, Twer- 
ty-fourth Infantry, for temporary duty. 

Ninth Cavalry—Second Lieutenant John Conline 
was December 29 assigned to temporary duty at De- 
partment Headquarters—to date from Dec. 24, 1874, 








_MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headgq'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Louisville, Kentucky 


Second Infantry. H. C. Cook was January 
6 released —_ arrest and ordered to return to duty. 


.—Leave of absence for SE 


Wheeler, St. Augustine, Fla, 





Firat Artillery 
was January 6 granted First Lieutenant 
Ralegh.—A General Court-martial was appointed to 





Jan. 16, 1875 








meet at Raleigh, N. C., January 14. Detail for the 
court: Captain Frank B. Hamilton, Second Artillery; 
Assistant Surgeon F. LeB. Monroe, U. 8. Army; First 
Lieutenants E. T. C. Richmond, John H. Gifford, 
Second Artillery; Second Lieutenants Wright P. 
Edgerton, Second Artillery; George L. Turner, Eigh- 
teenth Infantry. First Lieutenant William Stanton, 
Second Artillery, judge-advocate. 

St. Atgustine—A General Court-martial was ap- 

inted to convene at St, Augustine, Fla., January 18. 

ieutenant-Colonel Henry M. Biack, Eighteenth Infan- 
try, and the following officers of the First Artillery 
were detailed for the court:‘Captain Royal T. Frank; 
First Lieutenants James L. Sherman, H. W. Hubbell, 
Jr.; Second Lieutenants Arthur Murray, Henry M. 
Andrews. First Lieutenant John C. White, judge- 
advocate. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La 
enth Cavalry.—Before a Geveral Court-martial 
which convened at Monroe, La., and New Orleans, 
La., and of which Colonel P. R. De Trobriand, Thir- 
teenth Infantry, is President, was arraigned and tried: 
Second Licutenant B. H. Hodgson, Seventh Cavalry. 

Charge I.—‘‘ Conduct unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman.” Specification 1st: That on October 25, 
1874, being in command of a detachment of U. S. 
Troops, — as a ‘‘ posse comitatus,” to protect 
Deputy U. 8. Marshal Edgar Selye, in the execution of 
his office, be, in assisting the said Deputy Marshal to 
serve a process on one J. G. Huey, a citizen of the 
United States and a resident of Vienna, in the State of 
Louisiana, used unnecessary and unbecoming violence, 
and showed unbecoming zeal, by drawing his pistol on 
said Huey, and threatened to shoot him, and otherwise 
behaving in an unsoldierly and unbecoming manner. 
Specification 2d: That he assisted in the arrest of Huey, 
and after the said Huey had been brought to the town 
of Vienna, and properly secured, under a guard of sol- 
diers, in the upper room of the Court House, he, said 
Huey, requested a member of his guard to see Deputy 
U. g Marshal Selye who was in the yard below, and 
asked him to come up and read the warrant for his ar- 
rest, that he migbt be informed as to the nature of the 
offence with which he was charged; that said Second 
Lieutenant B. H. Hodgson, on hearing the soldier de- 
liver the;above message to the Deputy Marshal, rose 
from his seat and went up stairs into the room in which 
said Huey and other prisoners were confined, and or- 
dered the soldiers on guard there to level their guns at 
said Huey, which they did,and at the same time draw- 
ing his own revolver and presenting the same close to 
the body of said Huey, said, ‘‘this is my authority,” 
meaning his revolver, and ‘‘these,” pointing to the 
loaded guns in the bands of the soldiers, aud which 
were aimed at the body of said Huey, who was un- 
armed and defenceless, thereby meaning also to have 
it understood that he had made the arrest himself and 
held the said Huey in custody by his own will, 
and that of the armed force under his command. 
All this to the scandal of the service and to the uniform 
he wore, and in gross violation of he honorable tradi- 
tions of his profession, and in flagrant violation of his 
duty and professional obligations of an officer and a 
gentleman, Specitication 3d: That being present when 
a writ of habeas corpus was seryed on Deputy U, S. 
Marsbal Edgar Selye, issued by the Hon. J. E. Trim- 
ble, Judge of the Eleventh Judicial District of the State 
of Louisiana, for the production, before the said Judge 
of certain prisoners, then in the custody of said Deputy 
U. 8. Marshal, for the purpose of enquiring into the 
cause of their detention and imprisonment, he sent the 
following violent, insuboerdinata, indecent, and offen- 
sive message to the ssid Judge, by the Sheriff of the 
Parish of Jackson, who had served the said writ: 
“Give Judge Trimble my compliments and tell him to 
gotohell. Tell him next time to send three papers. I 
would like one to shave with, one to light my pipe, and 
one to use when! goto the privy;” or words to that 
effect, at the same time displaying his revolver. ; 

Charge II.—“‘ Violation of the 54th Article of War.” 
Specification: That while on the march with his com- 
mand, he maliciously and without authority, and in 
violation of the Statute Law of the State of Louisiana, 
destroyed a portion of the telegraph wire, the property 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and also 
the property of inhabitants of the United States, by 
cutting the same, in one or more places, and twisting 
portions of the wire around the stumps of trees, thus 
interrupting telegraphic communication betwee re- 
mote sections of the country, and to the interruption of 
the business of said Telegraph Company. 

Charge IIJ.—‘‘ Conduct to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline.” Specification; That 
while in command of the detachment, he on yarious 
occasions, and at different times, got so much under 
the influence of intoxicating drink, as to materially im- 
pair his usefulness as an oflicer, and unduly excite his 
mind and irritate hjs temper. ‘To the first charge and 
specifications the accused pleaded not guilty; to the 
specification, second charge, ‘‘Guilty,” except the 
words, ‘‘maliciously and without authority, and in 
violation of the Statute Law of the State of Louisiana,” 
and to the excepted words, * Not Guilty;”*to the 
second charge, ‘‘ Not Guilty;” to the third charge and 
specification, ‘‘ Not Guilty.” The court found him of 
the first specification, first charge, ‘‘ Not Guilty,” of 
the second specification, first charge, “Guilty,” ex- 
cept the words, ‘and order the soldjers on guard there 
to level their guns at the said Huey, which they did.’ 
And the words, ‘‘ and these,” pointing to the loaded 
guns in the hands of the soldiers, and which were 
aimed at the body of said Huey.” And the words, 
‘« meaning thereby also to have it understood that he 
had made the arrest himself and held the said Huey 
custody by his own authority, and of his own will, and 
that oft the armed force under his command. All this 
to the scandal of the service, and to the disgrace of the 
uniform he wore, and in gross violation of the honor- 
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able traditions of his profession, and in fi t viola- 
tion of his duty and profes-ional obligations as an 
officer and a gentleman;” and of the accepted words, 
‘Not Guilty.” Of the third specification, first charge, 
‘* Guilty,” excepting the words, ‘‘ send the following 
violent, insubordinate, indecent, and offensive messa 
to the said Judge, by the Sheriff of the Parish of Jack- 
son, who had served the said writ: ‘Give Judge Trim- 
ble my compliments and tell him to go tohell. Tell 
him next time to send three papers. I would like one 
to shave with, one to light my pipe, and one to use 
when I go to the privy,’ or words to that effect; at the 
same time displaying his revolver, which message was 
indecent and highly unbecoming an officer and a gen- 
tleman and calculated seriously to impair the adminis- 
tration of justice and bring the same into disrepute and 
contempt.” But substituting therefor the words, 
‘*use the following vulgar and indecent language re- 
garding the said writ: ‘ that if such a paper were served 
upon him he would use it when he went to the rear, 
and that he would tell the Judge to go to hell,’ or 
words to that effect.” And of the excepted words, 
“‘Not Guilty.” And of the substituted words, 
“‘Guilty.” Of the first charge, ‘‘ Not Guilty,” but 
“Guilty” of ‘‘ Conduct prejudicial to good order and 
military discipline;” of the specification, second charge 
“Guilty,” excepting the word, ‘‘ maliciously,” an 
therefore attach no criminality thereto; of the second 
charge, “Not Guilty; of the specification, third 
charge, ‘‘Not Guilty; of the third charge, ‘‘ Not 
Guiity.” 

Sentence.—The court sentenced him ‘‘To be repri- 
manded in General Orders from Department Head- 
quarters. The court is so Jenient in consideration of 
the good character and record of the accused; and of 
his inexperience, which has been taken advantage of, 
in the circumstances of the present case.”” The pro- 
ceedings of the General Court-martial in the foregoing 
case having been submitted to the Department com- 
mander, the following are the orders thereon: In the 
case of Second Lieutenant B. H. Hodgson, Seventh 
Cavalry, U.S. Army, the proceedings are approved. 
The finding of the court show great leniency to the 
accused, and give him the benefit of every doubt, par- 
ticularly so in the case of the language found to have 
been used, by him against a civil officer in good stand- 
ing; but in consideration of the very novel circum- 
stances under which Lieutenant Hodgson was sud- 
denly placed without any previous experience, the find- 
ings are approved, and the sentence is confirmed. It 
is very diflicult to suppose that an officer who bears 
such testimonials from bis commanding officers, and 
companions in arms, could be guilty of conduct so sub- 
versive of good order and military discipline, and so 
nearly approaching an infraction of the 83rd Article of 
War.” Licutenant Hodgson, is released from arrest 
and restored to duty with his regiment, where it is 
hoped he will strive to regain the good standing which 
he undoubtedly held before the commission of the 
errors which have been proven against him. The Gen- 
eral Court-martial of which Colonel P. R. De Trobri- 
and, Thirteenth Infantry, is president, is dissolved. 

Second Licutenant B. Hodgson, Seventh Cavalry, 
was January 5 detailed as member of a General Court- 
martial previously constituted. 

Third Infantry.—The commanding officer of the 
troops at Monroe, La. (Company B, Third Infantry, 
and A. A. Surgeon J. G. Barnett, U. 8. Army), was 
January 4 ordered to immediately break up the post at 
Monroe and proceed with his command to Vicksburg, 
Miss., and there take post. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mc‘or-General W. S. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York, 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending January 10, 1875: Captains 
George L. Choisy, Eleventh Infantry; Mott Hooton, 
Twenty-second Infantry; George F. Price, Fifth Cav- 
alry; M. J, Fitzgerald, Ninth Infantry; Second Lieu- 
tenant Wm. B. Whetmore, Sixth Cavalry. 

Third Artillery —Captain Abram C. Wildrick, and 
First Lieutenant Abram G. Verplanck have been de- 
tailed members of the Gencral Court-martial convened 
at Fort Wood, N. Y. H. 


Fort Preble. —A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Preble, Me., January 20. Assistant 
Surgeon Philip F. Harvey, Medical Department, and 
the following officers of the Fifth Artillery were de- 
tailed for the court: Major Truman Seymour; Captains 
John R. Brinckle, Gulian V. Weir; First Lieutenants 
Elbridge R. Hills, Adjutant, J. Escourt Sawyer. Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Rollin A. Ives, judge-advocate. 











MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dq'rs San Francisco, Cal. 


Officers Itegistered—The following-named officers 
registered their names at headquarters Military Divis- 
ion of the Pacitic, during the week ending Tuesday, 
December 29, 1874: Assistant Surgeon A. B. Wilson, 
Medical Department; First Lieutenant James Halloran, 
Twelfth Infantry; A. A. Surgeon 8. A. Freeman, 
Medical Department. 

* Highth Infantry.—The leave of absence for one 
month granted Second Lieutenant William H. Mc- 
Minn, by Headquarters Department of Arizona, Nov. 
19, 1874, was December 26 extended one month, with 
permission to apply to the Adjutant-General for an ex- 
tension of one month. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Fourth Arti’ery.—Second Lieutenant George H. 
Paddock and (larence Deems was December 28 re- 
lieved from duty at Alcatraz Island, Cal., and will re- 
port to the commanding officer of the Presidio of San 
Francisco for duty with their respective companies, 





DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward Herman 
Nebelsieck was December 24 assigned to duty at Fort 
Townsend. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—Information having been re- 
ceived from the Adjutant-General of the rmy. by 
telegram of the 17th of December, that Second Lieu- 
tenant Henry DeW. Moore, then in Portland, would he 
relieved from the operation of 8. O. No. 256, par. 8, 
c. s., A.-G. O., was ember 19 ordered to rejoin his 
station, Fort Walla Walla. 








Tue Secretary of War has transmitted to the Senate 
a communication from Major-General J. M. Schofield 
respecting the repeal of the law which forbids promo- 
tion in the staff of the Army. The President in his 
annual mening? of this year recommended to Congress 
the passage of an act to repeal the law in, question, 
and, as it is understood that bills have already been in- 
troduced in Seg me opening appointments and pro- 
motions in the Adjutant-General’s and Pay Depart- 
ments, the Secretary recommends that a general meas- 
ure be passed on the subject which shall include also 
the Quartermaster’s Department. 


HEADQUARTERS 
MitiTary Division OF THE PaciFIc, 
San Francisco, Cau., Dec. 11, 1874. 
To the Hon. Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.; 

Dear Srr: I beg your favorable consideration of the 
question of inviting the attention of Congress to the 
etfect of the act, now in operation nearly five years, 
forbidding promotion in the Staff of the Army. This 
act, stopping advancement in rank; has been repealed 
in tive corps, yet still bears upon three—the adjutant- 
general’s, the paymaster’s, and the quartermaster’s— 
directly affecting at this time twelve officers—three in 
the Adjutant-General’s Department, two in the Pay 
Department, and seven in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. The act, as it stands to-day, has been reduced, 
you will observe, to nearly a personal measure. 

I therefore solicit, Mr. Secretary, your intervention 
in behalf of the officers concerned and of their corps 
and the military service in general, by recommendin 
to Congress the repeal of an act which stops the ad- 
vancement by promotion uf officers who are, in consi- 
deration of their long and useful public services and 
excellent character, entitled to the reward the country 
holds out to military men, and which the few whose 
advancement has been so long stopped eminently 
deserve. 

I beg to suggest the question of reorganizing the 
corps is quite different from, and shoul geoperly be 
considered independent of, the question of promotion. 
When Congress decides there are too many officers in 
any grade of a corps and limits the number, the ques- 
tion of promotion in that corps is no longer an open 
one. But in the corps referred to the number of offi- 
cers now is, and for years has been, below the organ- 
ization allowed by law ; nevertheless, the law of pro- 
motion is in force and exists, except for those who are 
entitled to its benefits in those corps. Pray, Mr. 
Secretary, use your influence to have repealed that 
provision of a law which for a long time has borne 
hardly upon some very talented and meritorious officers, 
the question of reorganizing the corps being left for the 
after consideration of Congress. Very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

J. M. ScHoFIELD, Major-General. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Journat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 











VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


ComMoDORE Geo. H. Cooper assumed command of 
the Pensacola yard on the 9th inst. 


Tue following named officers sailed January 5th, in 
the U. 8. 8. Acapulco, for the further survey of the 
Isthmus of Darien: Lieutenants J. G. Eaton, J. T. Sul- 
livan; 8. U. Paine; Assistant Surgeon Norfleet. 

THe Kansas arrived at Curacoa, December 15, six 
days from Samana Bay, where she left the Ossipee. 
Health of officers and crew reported good. The Kansas 
expected to sail December 17, for La Guayra, Puerto 
Cabello, and Aspinwall. 


Tue. cemi-annual examination of the apprentices at 
the Boston Navy-yard, took place on the 6th inst., be- 
fore an examining board consisting of Commander 
Thomas R. Selfridge, Assistant Naval Constructor John 
F. Hanscom and William Hichborn, Foreman of the 
Joiners. Most of the boys passed a creditable exami- 
nation 

Tue boilers for the Marion, ten in number, have 
arrived at the Portsmouth Navy-yard, from New York, 
together with alot of machinery, stores, etc. The tug 
Portfire was accidentally sunk at the wharf, caused by 
her rail catching undera timber. With the assistance of 
two of the steam fire engines attached to the Yard she 
was pumped out, and raised without any damage. 


At a meeting of the recently discharged employees 
of the Washington Navy-yard (500) a petition was 
adopted, addressed to Congress, asking that action may 
be taken by which they shall be provided with employ- 
ment, aoe: | relieving themselves and families from 
suffering. ndence was directed to be 
opened with the employees of other Navy-yards, in 
order to secure their co-operation. . 

From theJBoston Navy-yard we have the following 
items up to Jan. 2: Commander Belknap will relieve 
Commander Ri L. Law, in command of the re- 
ceiving ship Ohio, on the 15'h Dec. Retrenchment 








being in vogue at this naval station the of watch- 
men had been!cut down to that of day 
new revenue cutter Gallatin, just built at Buffalo, N.Y., 
had been lying at the Navy-yard testing her x 
The new sloop of war Boxer was in the dry dock. The 
sloop of war Wachusett moun Fale had been put out 
of commission and dismantled. 


Tue following is a list of the officers attached to the 
Panama Expedition, under the command of Com- 
mander Edward P. Lull: Commander Edward P. 
Lull; Lieutenants E. H. C. Leutze, H. G. O. Colby, 
E. W. Very, E. D. T ; Masters, J. H. Coffin, 
Green ; Civil Engineer, G. Menocal; Assistant 
Surgeon, J. T. Bronsford; Assistant Paymaster, Clark; 
Draughtsman, J. B. Philp; Commander's Clerk, J. E. 
Buck; Rodmen, Polemen, etc., John H. Westerfield, 
Robert 8, Burnett, H. Lisle Fleming, Charles A. Smith 
and Mancil Phil:. 


Cartarms 8S. P. Carrer,. commanding U. 8. 8 
Alaska, under date of —— December , reports 
to the Secretary of the Navy as follows: I to in- 
form the Department of the sudden death of Wm. H. 
Rickards, carpenter U. 8. N., which occurred on the 
morning of the 14th inst., at the Port of Longue, Isle 
of Ella. He was buried yesterday, with customary 
ceremonies, in the Protestant cemetery at that place. 
In announcing the death of this officer, I cannot for- 
bear to express my sincere regret at his loss, as he was 
most efficient, and won the respect of all on board 
his correct habits, his obliging disposition and h 
gentlemanly bearing. 

THE annual report of the Commander of the school 
ship Mercury shows that the number of boys on board 
on Jan. 1 was 247. Of these, 212 boys have been re- 
ceived since Jan. 1, 1874 ; 172 have been disc ; 
20 were transferred to other institutions, 10 ‘‘ eloped,’ 
2 died, and 55 have been shipped in seag»ing vessels. 
During the year the ship has been ‘at sea 146 days, 
touching, during the winter cruise, at Madeira, Bar- 
badoes, Trinidad, Martinique and St. Thomas, and 
during the summer cruise, at New London, Guilford, 
Newport, Gloucester and Sandy Hook. Among the 
naval ofticers who visited the ship was Sir Lambton 
Loraine, of the British navy ; Capt. Clark Wells, U. 8S. 
Navy, the latter giving proof of his interest in the 
school-ship by enlisting ten of the boys in the sloop 
Shenandoah, *‘A year ago,” says the ae “ the 
aa was adopted of admitting no boy to the sh P until 

is parents or guardian had been consulted and their 
consent obtained, no boy being admitted for a greater 
misJemeanor than petit re No boys have been 
discharged until they merited, by good conduct, the 
approval of the officers, That this plan has worked 
well is shown by the fact that out of 172 boys dis- 
charged’this year, but five have been returned to the 
slip. Avery sinall number of vagrant boys have been 
received—a circumstance which is —— by the 
Commander. Camillo Chili, one of first boys re 
ceived in 1869, is now in command of a ish ship, 
and several others have risen to the positions of first 
and second mate. 

Tuer Panama Star and Herald, of January 2, says: 
The Hydrographic office of the U. 8. Navy lias under- 
taken to make use of the Sub-marine Cables uniting 
various West Indies and South American ports to de- 
termine the longitudes of these places by telegraphic 
method, which is the most accurate known. At pre- 
sent many places are suspected to be wrong on the 
charts several miles. This work is, therefore, highly 
important both for the interest of navigation and cor- 
rect ay py knowledge. The benefit is for all 
nations, and it is fit that the U. 8. Navy should do the 
work, since the method is of American origin and has 
been perfected and in constant use in the United States 
for many years. It is knownasthe American method, 
The work is under General Orders from Secretary 
Robeson, of the Navy, and more ly under the 
direction of Commodore Wyman, in charge of the 
Hydrographic office. The work is done by Lieutenant 
Commander F. M. Green, commanding the U. 8. 
steamer Fortune, assisted by Professor Miles Rock of 
the Hydrographic office, and the other officers of the 
vessel. The Astronomical Instruments employed were 
specially designed for this work by Professor J. A. 

ogers, of the U. 8. Hydrographic office, and Lieuten- 
ant Commander Green, and were constructed at the 
office in Washington. They are a combination of the 
transit, zenith te moepe and alt-azimuth. A star of the 
7th magnitude is y visible by it. The axis is hol- 
low, and at one pivot is the lamp for illuminating the 
threads of the reticule in the focus; at the yther pivot 
is the eye-piece where the beam of light front the star 
is refiec‘ed by a trian prism fixed in the mid- 
dle of the hollow axis. is enables the observer to 
occupy the same position for observing stars at all alti- 
tudes. The work at Panama and Aspinwall has proved 
the instruments to work admirably. The’ rest of the 
outfit for each station consists of a Morse register on 
which the transits of the stars are recordad automatic- 
ally; as also the seconds beats of the chronometer, and 
also the time signals from the second Station, by com- 
paring which with the seconds recorded at the first 
Station, is found, after ap lication of clock and instru- 
mental corrections, the difference in time between the 
two Stations, that is their difference in longitude; a 
sidereal chronometer; a mean time chronometer; a 
galvanic battery to record the seconds of the sidereal 
chronometer on the fillet of the register, sextant, the- 
odolite, and compass. During the past week time 
signals were exchanged between Panama and-Aspin- 
wall on four nights, and at each station twenty or more 
stars were observed to determine the chronometer and 
instrumental corrections. Thus over three hundred 
determinations of their difference of | have 
been mde; and as each signal is tic- 
ally on the , 80 that it can be read off the 
one hundredth of a second of time, an ay 4 vg Me 
formed of the almost absolute correctness of final 
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result. In the longitude work the instrument is used 
as atransit to determine the exact local time. The 

at Panama will use theirs forthe next four nights 
the longitude work being completed) as a zenith teles- 
cope to determine the latitude. ‘This method of de- 
termining latitude is also of American origin and usage, 
and is by far the most accurate known. The latitude 
is thus determinable within a few feet. As soon as 


these latitude observations are completed, Prof. Rock’s and 


party will move to Aspinwall, and Captain Green will 


go to Ki m, Jamaica. The next two Stations will 
eoeey Kingston and Santiago de Cuba; then 
Iavana; then Key West, where the longitude has al- 


—— been determined to ar and thus the lon- 
gitude of all the stations from Washington and Green- 
wich becomes known. Another year the work may be 
continued to the eastward in the West Indies, and to 
southward along East and West Coasts of South Amer- 
ica, wherever the cables and land lines reach. Maater 
Thos. C. Spencer, U. 8. Navy, is Mr. Rock’s astrono- 
mical assistant, and has charge of the observatory and 
business matters; Ensign Dimock, U. 8. Navy, assists 
Captain Green; Ensign Bartlett, U. 8. Navy, assists in 
computations, 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORPERED. 
JANUARY 7.— Boatswain Peter Johnson, to the Navy-yard, 
Norfolk, Va. 
January 9.—Master John W. Danenhower, to the Naval Ob- 


Reich, to the Brooklyn. 





eervatory. 

January 11.—Midshipman Bony, F. 

JANUARY 12.—Masters John P. Wallis and Lewis E. Bixler, to 
the Asiatic Station per steamer of 30th inst. . 

Master 8. H. May, to the Roanoke. 

January I3.- Paymaster Henry T. Wright to the Benicia on 
bx | - ye dng on 8. Wal 

cting er John 8S. Waltmeyer, to the receiving shi 

New Hamps' at Norfolk, Va, . ° 


DETACHED. 


January 7.—Lieutenant bef R. Baker has reported his re- 
turn home, having been detached from the Saco, Asiatic Station, 
on the November last, and placed on sick leave. 

Master Jerome B. House has reported his return home, having 
been detached from the Ashuelot, Asiatic Station, on the 26th 
November last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 

January 9.—Lieutenant Commander Joshua Bishop has re- 

his arrival home having been detached from the Benicia, 

— La Station, on the 15th ult., and has been placed on 
waiting orders. 
neering as Tactt te ee net a 

e, hav e rom the Hart 
and has ow 5 pee Se weiteg ee ? — 
— er Fran + Nabor, fro Broo! 
of Li tenant Re Gutta, — <— 
ANUARY 12.—Lieu ° tts, from th - 
Mare Island, and ordered to the Portemooth ” “'® N**7-7ard, 


Lieatenant W. O. Sharrer, from the Hydrographic Office, and 
30th inst. 
Etting, from the receiving 


ee A a on the 
jeu . M. hip Pot 
Philadelphia, and ordered to the Benieia on the 20th -. 5 
Lieutenant George E. Ide, from the Hy raphic Office, and 
ordered to the Asiatic Station per steamer of 30th inst. 
Lieutenant Wm. Little, from the receivin 
ordered Lt S Asie mg per steamer of 80th inst. 
Master D. D. V. Stuart, from the Roan 
‘aii beats, pe ad oke, and oidered to the 


Vv 
Lieutenant pro ph Marth aw H. Webb, M. 
8 Jose arthon an m. H. Webb, Masters H. 
L. Tremam and T. b. Bolles, and Ensign J. A. H. Nickels, from 
the Asiatic Station on the reporting of their reliefs, and ordered 
to return home and report arrival. 

January 13.—Paymaster Edwin Putnam on the 1st February 
next, and ordered to proceed home and settle aceounts. 

RESIGNATION MODIFIED. 


The resignation of Lieutenant Cyrus W. Breed, which was to 
have taken effect on the 3ist ult., was so modified on the 28th 
ult, as not to take effect until the 30th April next. 


APPOINTED, 
Charles H. Jones, of New York, an acting sailmaker in the 


Navy. 
John J. Byrne an acting sailmaker in the Navy. 
DISMISSED. 








Boatswain John Quinn. 
LEAVE EXTENDED. 
The leave of absence of Licctenant-Commander John R. Bart 
lett has been extended three months. 


The leave of absence of Passed Assistant Pa Char) 
Mensitta bes beck xtniet dkwena OD. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending January 13, 18%5 : 

William Palmer, landsman, December 29, 1874, Naval Hospital, 
NThariee Bott D ber 1 

es s, seaman, December 18, 1874, N: 
Mare Island, Cai. to: eee Pinapipal, 
aan beneficiary, January 7, 1875, Naval Asylum, Phil- 
elp 
James McNulty, marine, January Z, Naval Hospital, Chelsea. 


NOMINATIONS CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE. 


The following nominations have been confirmed by the Senate : 
John C. Howell to be chief of Bureau of Yi Docks 
from September 22, 1874. o Sens 
51ogmmander Daniel L. Braine to be a captain from D 
Lieutenant-Commander John W. Phili to be mand 

from December 5 | 1874. aon 4 — = 
— Lewis E. Bixler to be a lieutenant from December 1, 

Ensign Landon P. Jouett to be a master from December 1, 1 
ssed Mbsistant Surgeon James M. Flint to be a surgeon fon 

mw ws iib Gesgees Qe A. Bright be 
e to a su 

from September i2, 1874. 2 "tie 
ean! A. Austin to be an assistant surgeon from October 6, 
Jobn Sullivan to be an assistant surgeon. 
Richard A. rashes to be an assistant surgeon 

Pa. ter George H. rh 








h 





mastor from October John Breese ce da Ate 
o! to bea 

MPaseed Assistant Paymaster Albert W. a Rounaote 
pen ee - G. ri to be a passed a:sist- 
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THE CONDITION OF THE NAVY. 


Sprecn of Mr. Archer, of Maryland, on the Naval Appropria- 
tion bill, in the House of Representatives, December 22, 1874: 

Mr. Chairman, we stand to-day in a most humilia- 
ting position, considering the high ground we have 
taken, first in proclaiming the Monroe doctrine, second 
in claiming exemption from the right of search, on 
which matter we went to war with England in 1812, 
assert that we are ready to do so against Spain 
should she intérfere with vessels bearing our flag. At 
this moment we are without suitable ships, without 
guns, and without men to man the few vessels we 
have ; and only by accident have we been saved from 
a humiliating war, in which the people of the United 
States would have been greatly disappointed in the re- 
sults, Everybody has been led to believe that we had 
one hundred and sixty-nine ships of war, when we have 
really thirty-two sea-worthy steamers and eight iron- 
clads. With these our officers are expected to con- 
tend «against a navy fitted with all the modern im- 
provements, having eight or ten heavy sea-going 
iron-clads, fourteen or fifteen Jarge and swift frigates, 
besides four or five very heavy sea-going iron-clads 
rapidly advancing to completion. And here arises a 
difficulty we must always experience in cases of sudden 
emergency. No doubt in the course of a great war, 
when our commerce was laid up, we would ultimately 
be able to man a number of ships, not with such seamen 
as are required for immediate action, but with mate- 
rial that could be worked into shape in the course of 
three or four months. 

An army, as has been demonstrated time after time, 
can be improvised almost immediately from the rawest 
material. It is merely teaching men to load and fire a 
musket and drill, and manceuvre in companies and 
regiments. This can be fairly learned in two weeks, 
although of course it takes time to make a perfect sol- 
dier. But it requires months of constant drill to en- 

able a ship-of-war to be prepared to hold ber own in 
tion against the well-drilled and well-manceuvred 
war-vessels of the present day. 

Congress allows the Navy but eight-five hundred 
seamen, which many suppose are all employed at sea, 
but a large portion are necessarily stationed in receiv- 
ing-ships, store-ships, school-ships, transports, navy- 
yard tugs, etc., and but a small force is left to man the 
vessels actually employed in active service. Many of 
our ships abroad are sixty men short, and few of them 
have their proper complement. Can any one expect a 
frigate of four hundred men to contend successfully 
with one of five hundred ? Common sense would con- 
vince any one of fhe absurdity of this. 

In all maiters, as we seem to have no origi- 
nality, we must adopt the ideas of foreigners, at least 
those whose defeats have taught them the necessity of 
perfect system in organizing their navies. 

We have had some remarkable successes against 
reat odds. In 1812 we obtained advantage over 
tugland with our handful of frigates, because she was 

then neglecting the very matter that we are neglectin 
now, in not educating seamen expressly for the Nava 
Service, and it was not until the navy of France under 
the late emperor had reached a point of excellence it 
never «fore attained, that the English determined to 
reorganize their system and educate their own seamen. 
The apprentice system was established, and now all 
the ships of the British navy are manned with native 
seamen, from whom are made up the ordinary seamen, 
seamen, seamen gunners, and petty officers. The 
English have at present in commission thirty-four 
vessels devoted to the oo of naval training, in- 
cluding twelve ships of the line for training appren- 
tices, eight tenders to the same, four large ships for 
gunners’ practice, and nine ships and one tender for 
coast-guard drill, and it is now proposed to extend this 
system to the North American colonies, where Eng- 
land has a reserve of eighty thousand seamen. 

From these facts it will be seen how little attention 
we have paid to matters of so much importance. When 
we fit out a ship, men are picked up haphazard at dif- 
ferent naval rendezvous, at least 50 per cent. being 
foreigners with little or no interest in the country or 
devotion to the flag and ready at the first favorable op- 
portunity to desert.. A ship going to sea in a hurry, 
manved by such a heterogeneous mob, without sufli- 
cient time to properly station her men or instruct them 
in their duties, would fall an ea’y prey to an enemy’s 
vessel of much inferior size. The frigate Colorado was 
not long since taken from the row of vessels, laid up a 
sheer hulk, and fifteen days afterward she sailed fully 
manned and armed for Cuban waters. Her crew only 
went on board four days before she sailed, and no 
country could reasonably expect a ship to fight under 
such cireumstances and not <isgrace her flag. 

The best officers of the Navy could not even work 
the men into their places, much less instruct them in 
the art of loading, aiming, and firing in the short 
space of time allowed the crew. The crew of a vessel 
would not know their places and would be a mere tar- 
get for a well-drilled enemy’s shot. 

We keep constantly at sea thirty-four vessels, or just 
about the number of training-ships alone in the British 
navy, while sbe maintsins in commission on foreign 
and home stations two hundred vessels of all classes. 
The thirty-four United States ships are scattered all 
over the globe, never more than six l» ing allotted to 
one station. These six vessels are again scattered so 
that they seldom if ever come together in one squadron. 

How are officers to perfect them:elves in fleet sailing 
and battle formations under such ci.cumstances ; and 
‘what chance would they have of contéading with a 
well-drilled force of foreign ships, for now almost. all 
sea fight will be done in order of Latile? What 
chance would a regiment of soldiers composed of com- 

anies hastily brought together without previous train 
ng stand in a contest with a well-drilled force of cqual 


numbers? And yet it is much more important that 
shipe should be thorough trained In flect tactics be: 
fore attempting to give Dette to an enemy's squadron, 





. odds. 





Fleets are nowadays manceuvred in battle under 
steam as are upon land, and a single false move 
would throw a whole line into confusion and make 
the ships an easy prcy to an enemy. The British, 
French, Russians, and all other people of any naval 
pretensions, except the Americans, have large practice 
squadrons constantly employed in drilling officers and 
men. The British Channel fleet is composed of twenty- 
five of their heaviest iron-clads, which are kept so con- 
stantly in motion that all manceuvres are like clock- 
work. In this way a thorough knowledge of the art 
of war is gained by officers and men throughout the 
service, oft ip ships can join any squadron and at once 
take their place ir line and perform the duty required 
of them. The same may be said of French and 
Russians. And what kind of ships do we give our 
officers and men to fight with? A style of vessels that 
have been ruled out of the line of battle by every 
other naval power, and. which wo1.ld not withstand 
the shock of battle on the ocean for fifteen minutes. 

What chance would our old wooden frigates that 
cannot steam more than six knots an hour stand against 
the heavy iron-clads of European navies? Suppose a 
line of battle formed of ships like ours, and an enemy 
of half their number, heavy iron-clads and powerful 
rams, with a speed of twelve knots, were to come down 
upon them, breaking the line to pieces and crushing 
every vessel with which they came in contact, what 
chance would there be of success for the old wooden 
vessels; and what is the use of sending such ships to 
sea when their officers know that defeat is certain in 
case they have to encounter the new style of vessel? 

We lay great stress on our ‘‘iron-clad monitors,” as 
they are called, which really only admonish us of our 
weakness. Those vessels were built solely for harbor 
defence and smooth water, and they rely on their light 
draughts, which enables them to run into shoal water 
and avoid the crushing power of a ram, such as all 
foreign ships carry, but in a sea-way they are almost 
helpless. They cannot raise their turrets to train their 
guns, for the water would rush in and sink them; 
they cannot manceuvre to avoid an enemy, for they 
have no speed. Their guns are good cnough of their 
kind, but have no range; and though all the rest of 
the world has adopted the rifle up to the 35-ton gun, 
we have nothing of the kind in our Navy beyond some 
100-pounders, which proved worthless during the late 
war, doing more damage to friends, by bursting, than 
they ever did the enemy. 

We have then, it would seem, in our Navy nothing 
on which to depend except the officers, who are well 
educated in the art of war, and have shown ip tlie 
past what they will do in the future, even against great 
But is it fair to send these men to fight the 
batiles of the’ nation and expect them to win when 
they have nothing on which to depend? 

We are not accustomed to defeat; and in case of 
disaster during a foreign war our naval officers would 
be sacrificed to public opinion, and the blame that 
would fall on them should fall on Congress, whose 
duty it is to see that the Navy is in condition to meet 
any demands made upon it. At present our Navy 
will do to redress grievances against the smal! South 
American Republics, which have neither forts nor 
ships, or will answer to protect our missionaries among 
the South Pacific Islands, but in other quarters of the 
world its appearance is only a confession of our weak- 
ness. 

Foreigners see the same old ships bearing the United 
States flag that they have been looking at for the last 
twenty years, with no advance toward the improve- 
ments of the present day. And when foreign officers 
come over here to examine our monitors, they write 
home that they are not up to the improved type. If 
foreigners have imitated them in any way, they have 
avoided their defccts and constructed better vessels. 
There is no evil, however, for which there is not a 
remedy, and it may be asked what it is proposed 
to do? 

Since 1790 we have expended $1,379,450,000 and 
have not now in the Navy a single ship that can be 
called a proper fighting vessel of war, although we 
have about thirty-eight that would do good service in 
destroying an enemy’s commerce, although not fit to 

into battle against vessels of the new type. During 
fie same period Great Britain has built fifty-four heavy 
iron-clads, besides adding to her navy a large number 
of superior cruising-ships, and has kept in commission 
two hundred vessels of various classes since 1861 at 
an expense of $490,000,000, exceeding our expendi- 
tures since that time by $50,000,000, but having the 
most effective navy in the world to show for it. 

Our system of nxval administration provides for a 
civilian as Secretary of the Navy and eight bureaus, 
with line officers at the head of four of them, and a 
surgeon, paymaster, constructor, and engineer at the 
head of the other four, all acting by authority of the 
Secretary. Previous to the establishment of the 
bureaus the affairs of the yy | were managed by the 
Secretary and a “ board of Navy Commissioners,” 
com of three line officers of the highest rank, 
with whom was associated a naval constructor of the 
first ability. | When this board was abolisied in 1842 
the Navy then on hand was acknowledged to be the 
best of its size in the world, and its personnel and dis- 
cipline was unequalled. From the day the board was 
abolished the Navy commenced to retrograde, and the 
harmony and unity of action which characterized the 
operations of the board seem nt to exist in the preeent 
bureau system. hea 

The t mistake in the reorganization of the Navy 
Department = in not retaining the Board of Com- 
missfoners to plan, with the bureaus to exccute. 

At present the bureaus may be likened to a balky 
team, without a professienal head to gaide them. One 
man plans and executes in bis owa department without 
sesponsibility 1a any one, and carries out his individual 
ideas, which may or may not be gee ones, For ins 
siange, & constrictor pland & ship, and an engineer 
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plans an engine for her without regard to the opinion 
of the constructor. 

The Chief of Ordnance may plan a battery much 
heavier than entered into the constructor’s calcula- 
tions, and there being no harmony in the different 
plans, the ship may be a failure. 

While the Chiefs of Bureaus can exercise the most 

arbitrary power under the shield of the Secretary’s 
authority, the inferior positions of chiefs of Navy- 
yards and stations, over which they exercise control, 
have hitherto been filled by officers of high rank and 
experience, who entered the Navy long before the 
Chiefs of Bureaus. In granting authority to the head 
of the Navy Department to appoint bureau officers, 
the law authorized him to descend even to the list of 
commanders to find the person supposed best suited to 
the position. The object of this law was to enable the 
Department (in 1862) to ignore the older and more ex- 
perienced officers and appoint those whom the Secre- 
tary of the Navy could easily control, and during the 
greater part of Secretary Welles’s administration a 
civilian ruled the bureaus with an iron hand and com- 
mitted innumerable professional blunders at a cost to 
the country of many millions. 
_ How different is the British navy department, which 
is composed of—First, a civilian, member of Parlia- 
mert, occupying somewhat the position of our Secre- 
tary of the Navy; second, an admiral; third, a cap- 
tain; fourth, a rear-admiral (comptroller of the navy); 
fifth, an earl, House of Peers; sixth, first secretary ; 
seventh, second secretary. These are styled ‘‘ the com- 
missioners for executing the office of lord high admiral 
of England,” etc. Under their direction is the secre- 
tary of the admiralty, contract and purchase depart- 
ment, department of the comptroller of the navy, 
superintendent of naval stores, department of director 
of transports, hydrographic department, department of 
the accountant gencral, department of the medical di- 
rector-general, department of the director of engineer- 
ing and architectural works, director of education for 
admiralty, royal observatory at Greenwich 

These latter offices assimilate to our Bureaus, but 
are subject to the supervision of the professional and 
mixed board which stands at the head of the list; and 
to this circumstance may be attributed the success of 
the British in maintaining a very large navy at little 
greater expense than we keep upasmall one. Take 
away the board of admiralty, even with its defects, and 
the same difficulties would be experienced as in our 
case. A Jess efficient system would prevail, and the 
expenses of the British navy would be doubled. The 
first lord of the admiralty can appear on the floor of 
Parliament and make all necessary explanations re- 
garding the navy and meet all attacks of the opposition. 

t was doubtless originally intended that our Secretary 
of the Navy should exercise gimilar powers, but Con- 
gress only extended that privilege to tie Sccretary of 
the Treasury, who, by the law of 1789, is authorized 
to appear on the floor of Congress and explain his acts 
or requirements. : 

The system of naval administration in England and 
France assimilates somewhat with our own, although 
with a better subdivision of labor. Indeed, our Navy 
Department was modeled on the plan of the two above 
mentioned, although it has now come somewhat to the 
condition of the play of Hamlet with the part of the 
Prince of Denmark omitted. Had the board cf com- 
missioners been retained under the law of 1842, to di- 
rect the Bureaus on Naval Aflairs proper, we should 
have had as good a system as could be desired, with a 
little better subdivision of labor. 


In all European navies professional men supervise 
naval affairs, notwithstanding there may be a civilian 
at the head of the department directing its political and 
financial management. Compare the results with 
those obtained under our system and note the differ- 
ence. 

We have not an efficient ship of war of the new style; 
we have no rifled guns that are worth anything; our 
enlistment system is the poorest in the world; we have 
not a marine-engine in the Navy that can propel a ship 
nine knots, with the exception of that in the Florida 
which takes up the whole interior of the vessel. 

Our Medical and Commissary Departments are fair 
for the size of our Navy, but up to 1870 the Bureau of 
Provisions and Clothing continued to serve out shoddy 
raiment and bad food to the sailors in defiance of the 
protest of the board of inspection. 


The detailing of officers for duty is imposed on the 
Chief of the Bureau of Navi ation. ney already 
onerous duties to perform and has to bear the odium 
of ordering senior officers to positions not acceptable 
to them, which orders should emanate from a higher 
source. Of course the Secretary of the Navy is con- 
sulted about the appointment of higher officers, but the 
duty of detail should devolve on officers of higher grade, 
who would be familiar with the character of all those 
in the Navy, and from whose decision there should be 
no appeal, as there is at present. Yet it is not so much 
the fault of individuals as it is of the system. If a civi- 
lian were to be put into command of a ship of war, 
with ever so Teliable officers to assist him, she would 
be a very indifferent ship of war; or if a naval officer 
were to be put at the head of the judiciary, it must be 
a very poor judiciary. ‘‘ Every one to his trade” is an 
axiom no one will dispute. 

To make the Navy what it should be the board of 
naval commissioners should be re-established, under 
any name that may be thought advisable, and clothed 
with the duties proposed for the board ol survey, a bill 
= voaeee which once passed the Senate, viz., “to 

and assist the Secretary o , a 
1. To detail officers, pA Eh Wad 
. oa sn aed of the Naval Academy. 
» 40 draw up rules and regulations for shi 
nna ‘ ttions, arent to Genrelary's caeneeat.? yards, 
» +0 CXamin f . 
publi work © plans of ships, steam-engines, andj 


}, To examine and approve: all contracts, 











6. To make annually a full report to the Secretary 
of the Navy of the condition of the Service, with ne- 
cessary recommendations for its support and improve- 
ment. 

7. To examine and correct the allowance-books from 
time to time. 

8. To recognize the apprentice and enlistment 
system. 

9. To visit and examine the Navy-yards annually or 
oftener, if necessary. 

10. To examine the evidence in courts-martial. 

11. To made the necessary alterations in ordnance, 
tquipments, navigation supplies, and clothing from 
time to time, and to report from time to time to the 
Secretary of the Navy such matters as come under their 
observation for the improvement of the Navy. 

When such a board of officers is established, and not 
before, will we have an efficient Navy like that re- 
quired by a nation of forty million people, with a con- 
stantly-increasing commerce and an immense extent of 
coast open to the inroads of any ordinary naval power. 
The three senior Line officers on the active list should 
be the members of the proposed board, of which the 
Secretary of the Navy should be ez officio president, the 
senior officer acting as president in the absence of the 


to him. 


There should be three associates, namely: a Naval 
Constructor, an Engineer, and an officer with the rauk 
of Captain, the last-named to be the secretary of the 
board. When this is done, the Navy will require 
nothing more for years in the way of naval administra- 
tion. 

The best feature in the organization of our Navy is 
the Naval Academy, which theoretically possesses all 
the requisites for turning out accomplished officers. It 
has, however, important defects, which would be 
remedied when the proper naval organization was es- 
tablished. Here the young cadet is taught everything 
relating to his profession, and is imbued with proper 
ideas of discipline and the respect due his superiors. 
When he graduates from the Academy, he is presumed 
to have the ground-work of a naval education, only 
waiting for an opportunity to put in practice the the- 
ories he has learned. But what is the poor youngster’s 
disappointment when he comes in contact with the real 
Service. He finds himself on board a ship which he bas 
been taught to believe unfit for fighting purposes and 
which his reason tells him is the case. He finds the crew, 
whom he had expected to see perfect specimens of 
American tars, a heterogeneous mob of men of different 
countries, the native element not being sufficient to in- 
dicate the nationality of the ship. The whole- 
some laws established by Congress to maintain discip- 
line he finds so curtailed by the departmental authority 
that oftences are often committed with impunity. Per- 
haps his Captain is an inefficient officer, who has for 
years indulged in drinking to excess, and who has been 
passed to his present position by an examining board 
unable to find anything ‘‘on record” against a person 
notorious.throughout the Navy as having disgraced it 
for years. Our youngster finds the discipline bad, the 
officers with no heart in their duties, the guns not 
suited to cope with the improved ordnance of foreign 
navies, the crew, without distinctive uniform, clothed 
in shoddy. Executive and other officers have been or- 
dered to the ship without regard to their efficiency, and 
the only things to distinguish the vessel as an American 
man-of-war are the officers and the flag at the peak. 
This is hardly an overdrawn piciure of some of our 
ships of war when first fitted for sea ; for it is on board 
of such vessels that young officers, the future com- 
manders of our ships and fleets, receive their first im- 
pressions of active service. Their after experience is 
little better. There is no system of instruction for 
young officers to eompel them to put in practice what 
they have learned at the Academy, and what they ac- 
quire in after life must be due to their native energy 
and love of knowledge. It is not uncommon when 
midshinmen areflordered to their final examination on 
their return from a cruise that two out of seven fail 
from ignorance of the practical part of their profession. 
$o the thing is carried on from grade to grade until 
that of rear-admiral is reached, and the occupant is 
often incapable of performing his duties. 

All this is for the want of a naval head to look after 
matters. A civilian Secretary of the Navy, no matter 
how clever, cannot be expected to understand in four 
years the details of a Service which it costs an officer a 
life time to master. The Secretary of the Navy, being 
the member of a party and of a political turn of mind, 
naturally directs his chief attention to the political sta- 
tus of the Navy, to the neglect of some matters with 
which he is little or not at all familiar, and the Navy 
Department being considered un inferior office in the 
Cabinet, is regarded as a stepping-stone for something 
better. But few of the men who have held the posi- 
tion of Secretary of the Navy have comprehended the 
wants of the Service even after an experience of eight 

years, the longest period any one has held the office. 


ing office for want of a competent advisory board to 
assist them in the performance of their delicate duties. 

Some Secretaries have endeavored to form an advi- 
sory board by assembling the Chiefs of Bureaus toge- 
ther and listening to their opinions. But these gentle- 
men are natually in favor of anything emanating from 
their own Departments. 

Here, then, you have a.complete account of the 
Navy, with its defects, requirements, and a plan for its 





reorganization ; and he who can introduce and perfect 
a system that will make the discordant elements now 
ruling tne Navy work in harmony will reap a well-de- 
served reputation, and will have performed a distin- 
guished service for his country. Before closing I will 
add a few remarks in relation to the yearly appropria- 
tions made for the Navy, ta show that they are amply 





ficient if judiciously applied, 
Mn Chalten the zrek leak in the administration 


head of the Department and signing all reports made ; 


hey have all committed great mistakes on first assum- h 


of the Navy-yards of the country arises from a vicious 
system that has grown up, not confined, I am sorry to 
say, to the Mes party alone, but which was 
practiced even in the days of democratic rule—a system 
of turning the Navy-yards into political machines 
about the time of elections. Now, the fact of the 
matter is that one or two months before an election the 
Navy-yards are crowded, not with mechanics, but 
with all kinds of broken-down politicians, who go 
there to draw their per diem until the day of the elec- 
tion, when they are expected faithfully to vote the 
party ticket. : 

The evil existed under democratic as well as repub- 
lican administration; and this evil, Mr. Chairman, 
never will be remedied until this Congress shall pass a 
law limifing the number of employees in the Navy- 
yards. Whatever party may be in power will use 
these Navy-yards as political engines ; but whenever 
Congress will pass a law of that kind, we shall have a 
regular set of skilled mechanics in the Navy-yards of 
this country from one end of the year to the other. If 
the peace establishment could be once ordered by Con- 
gress the number of laborers allowed to the Navy-yards 
should be as follows : 





Mechanics. 
New York or Brooklyn ........-seeeesees bode cdpownsieaase 1,000 
OBCOR . ccc cccccsccccsccces socvceccoccooces eceeee- ese ese seco 
PRAIA. Sicatbcacthin acd 4 och Soicregs ets Sicepionsneal 800 
TRANSOM. v0ccccsoses Goode cseeecsnc cuassd omens cnaveetenrennete 800 
Washington.........--.sseseee : 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
Pensacola........ evevccecccce ée oo 
Making, all told... ......ccccccccdcccocdsoccdessssoncetees 
These, at an average of three dollars a day per man, 
would amount to $4,542,300 per annum. This, in- 
cluding the amount called for to support the civil es- 


tablishments of the Navy-yards, would be $4,880,300 ; 
add $1,000,000 for material in Construction and Engi- 
neer Department, and we have $5,880,300 for labor 
and timber. Ordnance and torpedo corps should be 
cut down to $500,000 yearly for gradual increase and 
improvements in artillery ; coal, hemp, and equip- 
ments to $1,100,000 ; hydrographic work to $110,000. 
We should buy our charts. Provisions and clothing 
should be cut down to $1,488,000, for the clothing is 
returned to the Government as the sailors pay for it ; 
contingent expenses of various bureaus, etc., should 
be reduced to $1,000,000, and the various expenditures 
mentioned in the appropriation. Each bureau should 
be put down for everything required, and have no such 
general contingent. Printing and binding should be 
cut down to $50,000. There is on waste in these 










The difference between this sum and the amount 
called for in 1873 is $1,558,328, which could be ap- 
plied to gradual increase of the Navy for iron-clads, 
and in ten years would build us seven large vessels of 
this class, capable of ne the heaviest guns. 

In all these calculations, I have. made large allow- 
ances for pay of mechanics, and have provided for 
twice as many as would be employed in private yards 
to do the same work. The great leakage, in fact, is 
our Navy-yards, where no man does more than two- 
thirds of a day’s work, and in times of political excite- 
ment men are crammed into the yard simply for the 
purpose of carrying an election! This custom will 
continue until the master-workmen are borne on the 
Navy Register as warrant officers, hold their appoint- 
ments during good behavior, and are subject to court- 
martial. 

If Congress would appropriate besides this, $2,000,- 
000 annually for some years, for the gradual increase 
of the Navy, and specify that it is for the construction 
of iron-clad vessels of not less than three thousand 
tons, we would in a few years have as good a Navy as 
could (for ordinary purposes) be desired. We can 
never compete with France and England in iron-clad 
ships, and must depend upon perfecting the torpedo 
for means to keep the navies of those powers out of 
our harbors. 3 

In all my remarks I desire to reflect upon no person, 
and only find fault with a system under which the 
Navy can never prosper, no matter how clever may be 
those who administer its affairs. In this opinion I am 
upheld by every officer of the Navy, excepting per- 

the : who occupy the positions referred to, and 
it would be hardly natural to expect them to acknow- 
ledge the present system wrong, fearing to reflect upon 
themselves, although in reality are not to blame, 
as they doubtless make the most of their positions. 








Ava stated meeting of Massachusetts Commandery 
M. O. L. L. U. 8., held January 6th, 1875, the follow- 
ing were elected companies of the Order for the First 
Class: Brevet Brigadier General Samuel E. Chamber- 
lain, Charlestown, Mass. ; Second Assistant Engineer 
(Lieutenant) William H. Badlem late U.S. N., Dor- 
chester, Mass. ; Captaia Richard Waterman, Attillery, 
Providence, ee — d; Second ace = a 
T. Macmillan, Volunteer: ry, ence, 
Rhode Jaland; cain Wan Sens ro 
dence, Rhode Island; Lieutonaat-Oolonel Oharles H, 





Hooper, Boston, 


items. Then the appropriations for the Navy would 
stand thus : 
Pay of officers and SCAMEN ..........-.000 eeeeeeeseeee $6,400,000 
Pay of civil establishments, Navy-yards.............. - 838,000 
Ordnance and to’ WOOD |. cccccccsceccse sees -- _ 500,000 
Coal, hemp, and equipments. . 1,100,000 
Navigation supplies........... 134,000 
Hydrographic work........... - 110,000 
Naval Observatory, Nautical Almanac, etc.... oé 64,000 - 
Repairs and preservation of vessels..........-.+- Keddos 3,000,000 
Steam machinery tools, Ctc ..........-eeeeee seeereeeee 2,000,000 
Timber, CtC.....2..ccceccccecee eoccscccccs soscscscoces 1,000,000 
Provisions. ........++-.eseeeeecsees 000 ecenceccces - 1,400,000 
Repairs of hospitals, etc... .... +--+ , 40,000 
Surgeons’ necessaries... ....---.+e++e+0-0+ . 40,000 
Contingent expenses of various departmen' - 1,000,000 
Naval Academy......0..c.eeeeceseees ee oe 193,458 
Marine COPp6. ...2 00. ccc ccccsctoccsesdsccscoccusnseses 1,177,311 
Printing and binding........ .. «...++.- Crdccccccsecoecs 50,000 
Naval Asylum, Philadelphia................s000 seeeee 51,650 
Teta... +0scepceesvsconetecscssaccnbipobetasduesti $18,598,419 
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LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Bow, New York. 


Sole etors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in sealed one pound canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fow]. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 63¢ Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 ard 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively need 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FF 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 1244 and 6\ 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 

Military Powder. 

The Military Powder made by this Company is extensively 
nsed and highly approved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively u by the Russian Government for their cartridges 
mace in this country, 

MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 Ibs. or less. Blasting, Mining and Ship- 

jing oa of all grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 

egs 8. 

Great care is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O. Box N.Y. 





Ww O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firtn Avenue, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & KEPORTER OF FASHIONS. 


From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for one’s b or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief clement of success, and it is 
that has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 

tronage of the Duke Alexis, as chief among his class. There 
s no college of tailors that we know of ; if there were one Mr. 

nthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
residency, or the chief professorship ; for he is not only a geod 
lor himself, but is the cause of tailoring in others, bein 
the author of original systems for — — in boo 
fo the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
fons,”’ and the publisher of a t variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate price. ——s with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can make sure, wherever they are, of 
having their clothes made according to the most approved New 


York cut. 

- Universelle de 1867 a Paris Le Jury International 
decerne une mention honorable a W.O. Lintaicum (New York Etats 
Unis.) Agriculture et Industrie. oom aT Class 35. Vetements. 
Paris, le ler Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller a’ Etat, Commissaire General 
¥. La Hay, Le Ministre Vice President de la Commission Imperiale. 








Ww.. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor's Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 


Prize Moncy, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of eg promptly attended to for moderate 
x 612, 


enarges.—P. O, Bo. 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[MPORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course. 
Bed Bedding, Washing and Mending, Lights and 
Paci, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per aunum........ 
Piano Scsaene, TD i cntndetianstchtedéoesece-0n chet 48 
Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
ist 1 ly attend the school. For further particulars, 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT. 

‘Jeneral Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D.C. ; 
Admiral David D. Porter, U. S.'N., Washington, D. C. ;’Major- 
General G. G. Meade, U.S. Army, Philadelp ; General George, 
Sykes, U. S. Army ; Brigadier-General I. N. Palmer, U.S. Army, 

ha, Neb. Briga ral J. P. G . 8. Army. 








¥ dier-Gene raham, U. 8. y 
jer-General Wm, M. Graham, U. 8. Army ; Mrs. Admiral 
Wasb ugton, bturges, U. 8. 


Army. 
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OUR OFFICERS AT NEW ORLEANS. 

N answer to a Senate resolution of the 8th of 
January, the PREsIpENT, on the 13th of Janu- 

ary, sent to that body a Message, giving ‘‘informa- 
tion as to any interference by any military officer or 
any part of the Army of the United States with the 
organization or proceedings of the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana, or any branch thereof, and 
also in regard to the existence of armed organiza- 
tions in that State hostile to the Government there- 
of, and intent on overturning such Government by 
force.” The Message is a calm and judicial presen- 
tation of the facts in regard to the condition of 
affairs in Louisiana, which have led to the military 
interference with the Government of that State, un- 
der the requirements of the 15th amendment to the 
Constitution and the laws passed in pursuance there- 
of, That lawlessness, turbulence and bloodshed have 
characterized the political history of Louisiana since 
its reorganization under the reconstruction act, is a 
fact too well known to require more than its mere 
statement, That this lawlessness demanded Fed- 
eral interference to check it, the Presipgn7 argues at 


length. ‘‘That the courts of the United States have 
the right to interfere in various ways in State elec- 
tions so as to maintain political rights therein irre- 
spective of race or color is,” he says, “ compara- 
tively a new, and to some seems to be a startling 
idea, but it results as clearly frum the fifteenth 
amendment to the Constitution and the acts that 
have been passed to enforce that amendment, as the 
abrogation of State laws upholding slavery results 
from the thirteenth amendment to the Constitution.”, 
And whatever the mistake of a particular judge, so 
long as his decision stands as the decree of a United 


G| States Court, it is the duty of the Executive to en- 


force it to the extent of his power. “ Whatever,” 
says the Presipent, ‘‘may be said or thought of 
those matters, it was only made known to me that 
the process of the United Court was resisted ; and as 
said act specially provides for the use of the Army 
and Navy when necessary to enforce judicial process 
arising thereunder, I considered it my duty to see 
that such process was executed according to the 
judgment of the court.” 

It was thus that our military authorities at New 
Orleans found themselves charged with the unplea- 
sant duty of maintaining by force of arms the au- 
thority of what is known as “ the KeLLoge adminis- 
tration,” a duty which they have discharged wholly 
regardless of those considerations of political expe- 
diency or advantage by which it is inevitable that 
their conduct should be judged. ‘‘I repeat,” says 
the President in concluding the Message, “that the 
task assumed by the troops is not a pleasant one to 
them, that the Army is not composed of lawyers ca- 
pable of judging at a moment’s notice of just how 
tar they can go in the maintenance of law and 
order, and that it was impossible to give specific in- 
structions providing for all possible contingencies 
that might arise. The troops were bound to act 
upon the judgment of the commanding officer upon 
each sudden contingency that arose, or wait in- 
structions which could only reach them after threat- 
ened wrongs had been committed which they were 
called on to prevent.” 

The manner in which this discretion committed to 
our officers at New Orleans has been lately exercised, 
has been made the occasion of the most violent de- 
nunciation of them, and of the administration under 
whose order they act, for an alleged interference 
with the sovercign authority of a State Legislature. 
And the argument against them is made as conclusive 
as possible by the short and easy process of assuming 
the facts upon which it is based, instead of obtaining 
them by the slower process of inquiry. Such an in- 
quiry will convince every candid man that whatever 
mistakes may have been made at New Orleans, the 
charge upon which the denunciation of the military 
authorities chiefly rests, that of interfering with a 
legislative body, is without foundation. The faci of 
the appearance of a United States officer.in uniform 
in the legislative halls of Louisiana, has been made 
use of with great dramatic effect, to create popular 
prejudice against the effort of the Federal authori- 
ties to control the lawlessness which secks to register 
the decrees of ‘‘the best citizens,” in opposition to 
the action of what the Constitution and laws of the 
United States require us to recognize as the people 
of Lonisiana. 

But that General Dz TrRoBRIAND or any other officer 
has had any purpose of inte:fering with the “ Legis- 
lature” of Louisiana, no sensible man believes, and 
we doubt whether many such have been sufficiently 
misled by the interested statements published through 
the press, to believe thaf he did so interfere. Mr. E. 
W. Srovucuronx, an able member of the New York 
bar, in a review of the facts of the case published in 
the New York Times, well says, that even if Governor 
KeLLoce and our Army officers, enforcing his 
authority, did not take the strictly correct course, in 
dealing with the men who had attempted to secure 
the control of the Legislature of a State, honest men 
will not be overnice in requiring the observance of 
technicalities. Governor Kertioee should, Mr. 
Sroveuton thinks, when appealed to by some of 
the members of the Legislature, to prevent the 
illegal seizures of the legislative functions by the 
mob of self-declared representatives, “have advised 
these members to take with them fhe old Clerk, and 
go again to the House, and direct him again to call 
the roll of members, with a view to a lawful organ- 





lization, Had they been resisted in this, he should 


have employed the force of the State to aid them ; 
and, had this been insufficient, he should then have 
called upon the military force of the United States 
to protect the State from domestic violence, for no 
violence can be more destructive to a State than that 
which seeks to prevent the meeting and lawful 
organization of its Legislature. That in such case 
he would have been strictly correct in making this 
requirement cannot be doubted, for he may make it 
when the Legislature cannot be convened, and it 
clearly cannot be convened when it cannot be or- 
ganized.” 

It is not unlikely that a somewhat different course 
of action might have prevented some of the outery 
against military despotism, military usurpation and 
the like with which the country has been made to 
ring, but we doubt whether one of these prophets of 
evil really believes that our liberties are in danger 
because of anything that has occurred at New Or- 
leans. And if there are in Louisiana armed bands of 
men who refuse to recognize the control of the legally 
constituted authorities and who seek by intimida- 
tion and violence to carry out their own purposes 
they are precisely what General SHERIDAN has called 
them, wisely or unwisely, and that is “‘ banditti,” and 
no resolutions of citizens or denunciations of stump 
speakers can make them anything else. A mob that 
hangs a horse thief is not the less a mob because it 
visits righteous vengeance upon one of the pests of 
an imperfectly organized community, and no sym- 
pathy with the purposes the “ White Leaguers” may 
profess should blind the community to the danger 
of their organization. 








Ir is safe to say that for the past six or eight years, 
fully one-half the recruits received into the Army 
have deserted. Ia the last two years 1873-4 the 
number of desertions has decreased in a very remark- 
able degree, and now that the Army is reduced to 
its legal limit and recruiting has been resumed, it be- 
comes a matter of interest and importance to inquire 
what has caused this decrease in deserticns, and 
whether or not by judicious management they cannot 
be still farther reduced. 

An examination of the record of a single regiment, 
and, it is presumed not an exceptionul one, deve- 
lopes the fact that it had in the year 1870, 169 deser- 
tions, In the next year the number was increased to 
179. The following year the number fell oft to 136, 
and the year after it is remarkable that the number 
wns only 46; a falling off in one year of nearly two- 
thirds. As the regiment occupied very nearly the 
same stations in 1873 thet it did in 1870 and 1871, it 
is worth while to inquire into the probable cause of 
this remarkable reduction. Since every effect can be 
referred back to its antecedent cause, and the reduc- 
tion of desertions from 179 in 1871 to 136 in 1872 is 
very nearly 25 per cent., and in the following year 
nearly 75 per cent., we naturally look for the cause 
in the year 1872. All communities are more or less 
affected by the laws made for their government, and 
as the circumstances surrounding the regiment cited 
have not changed in other respects, we must look to 
the law as the producing cause. 

On the 15th of May, 1872, was approved the best 
pay bill which the Army has ever had. This Lill, 
gradivg the pay between non-commissioned officers 
and privates, recognises, for the first time in a proper 
manner, the fact that the longer a meritorious man 
serves in the Army the more valuable he becomes to 
the military service, by offering inducements to such 
men to remain, in the way of increased pay, which 
becomes greater the longer they remain in service. 
The increased pay is retained and paid to the soldier 
on his discharge, and is forfeited unlese he shall have 
served honestly and faithfully to the date of his dis- 
charge. This furnishes a powerful incentive to 
honest and faithful service, and another is added by 
the provisions of the deposit act, approved the same 
day. By this act a soldier can deposit his savings 
with a paymaster in sums of five dollars and over, 
receiving on such deposits a stated rate of interest. 
The money so depos:ted with the accrued inter. st is 
paid to the soldier on his discharge from the eervicc. 
It is held as atrust by the Government, which is 
liable for the amount, and the money is not liable for 
the soldier’s debts, cannot be forfeited by sentence cf 
courts martial, but is forfeited by desertion. To 
these two admirable laws, by one of * rage the Gov- 





ernment is constituted a sayings bank in which the 
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thrifty soldier can deposit his savings at interest, are | and others who enter the Army in many cases for| following were elected to fill vacancies in the 


we undoubtedly indebted for the decreased desertions | no other purpose than to get free transportation| board of managers: General Horatio G. Warrant, 


in the Army. All harsh enactments against the crime 
of desertion, all stringent orders and increased pun- 
ishments awarded would not compare in effect with 
that produced by these two laws, making it the 
interest of the soldier to serve honestly and faithfully 
till the end of his term. The prime object of all 
laws should be the prevention of crime, and this not 
merely by providing a punishment for its violation, 
but also by making it the interest of the individual 
to obey its provisions. It is a characteristic of 
human society that men, with few exceptions, are 
governed by their selfish self-interest, and with very 
many “ the hope of reward is greater than the fear of 
punishment.” When, therefore, the fear of punish- 
ment was the only inducement, or almost the only 
one held out to enlisted men in the Army, the deser- 
tions were numerous, Now, tha: the hope of reward 
is added, the number decreases, 

The report of the Paymaster General shows that 
the total deposits under this law,during the fizst 
year after it went into effect, was $209,850, and the 
next year $346,609, showing an increase of sixty-five 
per cent , and the number of deposits has more than 
doubled, being for the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June last 4,971, or between one-fifth and one-sixth 
the number of enlisted men inthe Army. In a single 
regiment the number of deposits for that part of the 
year 1872 from the passage of the law to the close of 
the year, was eight, and the amount, $1,398 ; in 1873 
it was forty-nine, and the amount, $9,429; in 1874 it 
is in eight months cighty-fuur, and the amount, $12,- 
082; the total amount, $22,909. This result is cer- 
tainly very gratifying, and it is safe to predict that 
the number of deposits will steadily increase, more 
especially if the rate of interest allowed should be 
increased to 5 or 6 per cent. 

G. O. No. 126, from the Adjutant-General’s office, 
Nov. 20th, 1874, gives important information, and 
lays down some good rules in regard to enlistments 
in the Army. Now is the most favorable time for 
the Service to obtain a better class of men. The vast 
majority of the recruits entering the Service, enlist in 
the vicinity of the large cities, especially those of the 
East, and a very large per centage of the deserters 
will be found to have enlisted there. In the large 
majority of enlistments made in large‘cities it is im- 
practicable to obtain the requisite information in 
regard to the character of the men. In the country 
towns this is more feasible, and besides, the class of 
men there is better. If the recruiting rendezvous in 
the large cities should be broken up and transferred 
to small country towns, the improvement in the 
quality of the recruits would, we are satisfied, be 
immediately discernible. The number of men ob- 
tained in this way would of course be much smaller, 
but the question is, would they not amply make up 
in quality and length of service for their lack of 
numbers? General SHERMAN, in the memoir pub- 
lished in the JourNAL, spoke in the highest terms of 
Wisconsin troops, and attributed their superiority to 
the fact that the old regiments from that State were 
kept filled up by recruits, instead of new men being 
placed in regiments by themselves, This undoubt- 
edly had a great influence, but there were other con- 
siderations which tended to produce that result. 
When the war opened Wisconsin had been a State 
only thirteen yeats, and comparatively few of her 
men wcre natives of the State ; hence a large propor- 
tion of her “ war material” was composed of young, 
energetic men from other and more Eastern States, 
crowded out of more populous communities to seek 
their fortunes in the great We:t. To such men it 
was no hardship to sleep out in the open air, even 
in bad weather; no novelty to go without a meal 
now and then, and they knew how to shoot a rifle as 
well as to handle an axe. In other words they were 
already half soldiers when they entered the Service. 
These remarks apply with more or less force to all the 
new States of the West, and no one who had the oppor- 
tunity to observe can have failed to notice the supe- 
riority of the regiments raised in the country districts, 
especially of the West, over those coming from the 
great cities, paiticularly of the East. Give us then 
for our Army “country boys.” They miake better 
soldiers, have better habits originally, and are more 
tractable. When it becomes known amongst these 
that our Military Service is not a mere rece; tacle 
for all the ruff-scruff of the great cities, foreigners 


to a new country and then desert, that gambling, 
drinking, and obscenity are not the characteristics of 
our enlisted men; that manhood and respectability 
are fostered amongst them; that they are protected 
and not insulted and imposed upon by their officers: 
that the longer they stay in the Army, the better 
their condition becomes; that promotion to the 
grade of a commissioned officer does sometimes take 
place, and that hundreds of thousands of dollars are 
yearly deposited by thrifty men, in the safest of all 
savings banks—the hands of the Government itself— 
and the recruiting officers will soon find it is an 
easier question to decide who to reject than who to 
accept as a recruit. 

Desertion amongst enlisted men is to a certain 
extent the result of a lack of sentiment against the 
crime, especially when some officers are known to 
entertain the opinion that the act does not constitute 
perjury, but is simply an ordinary violation of a con- 
tract. Where this impression gains a footing, men 
even of some considerable amount of intelligence 
and honorable feeling will not attach much impor- 
tance to the crime, inform against its contemplation, 
or aid energetically in capturing deserters, More 
especialiy will this be the case, where the criminal is 
supposed to be the victim of either the injustice or 
cruelty of bis officers, And in this connection it 
may be well to remark that the most stringent Jaws 
and orders on the subject are of no effect in the 
Army unless commanding officers, especially post 
commanders, attend strictly to their duties, and 
enforce discipline throughout their commands. The 
Army isa body which should be governed strictly 
by law. If this barrier against injustice to the weak 
isonce broken down, by commanding officers’ pe“mit 
ting the law to be violated by any one, discipline will 
fail, and demoralization and discontent surely follow. 
The laws provide, as a general thing, fitting punish- 
ments for all offences, and there is neither necessity 
nor propriety in allowing any one to take the law 
into his own hands, as has been only too often the 
case in times past and is so still to a certain extent. 
No commanding officer should permit the infliction 
of any punishment at his post not strictly the conse- 
quence of a legal process, and we think we can confi- 
dently assert that the best discipline will be found 
at those posts where such things as “ tying up,” gag- 
ging and log-carrying are unknown. Where such 
practices do exist, the numerous inspectors constantly 
making tours throughout the Army ought to be able 
to discover them, and by reporting put an end to 
them. — . 

If the Adjutant-General of the Army would issue 
every year a General Order giving the number of 
desertions from each regiment in the Service, it would 
supply important information, be the means of 
stimulating a just pridein the various regiments, and 
give some indication of the kind of discipline en- 
forced in each. If to this the Paymaster-General 
would add acircular giving the number of men in 
each regiment who yearly make deposits under the 
law of 1872, and the total amount deposited, we 
would get some indication of the beneficial effects of 
the law, and the manner in which that law affects 
discipline. 

Everything should be done in the Army itself to 
render the crime of desertion odious amongst the 
men, and create a popular opinion against it. To 
this end it should be prohibited, without the consent 
of the highest authority, to re-enlist any man who 
had ever been a deserter, and no deserter should ever 
under any circumstances be made a non-commissioned 
officer. If it be objected that this is closing the door 
too much against reform, the reply is that a man 
who shows s0 little moral sense as to desert is in the 
first place unfit for the responsible position of a non- 
commissioned officer, and the existing evil has be- 
come so great in the Army that some radical steps 
are required to put an end toit. When the evil h s 
in a measure been abated the rigor of the rules 
adopted might be softened with good effect, but 
until such a point has been reached the disability for 
deserters should be made as great as possible. 








Tue annual meeting of the Army and Navy Club 








was held at the Club House, 21 West 27th street, on 
Tuesday evening, January 12th, the presi- 
dent, General Haxcocx, in the chair. The 


U. S. A., General Henry Princz, U. 8, A., 
General Patrick H. Jones, General Luoyp Aspin- 
WALL, Commander Pickine, U. 8. N., Colonel 
TREICHEL, the present treasurer, and General Mc- 
QUADE. 








Since the invention of gunpowder, after the long 
military barbarism of the Middle Ages, war has be- 
come an exact science, demanding spccial training. 
This state of things has made soldiering a regular 
trade, but incompatible with other trades; and a 
skilful soldier in time of peace finds his occupation 
gone like Othello’s, unless he seek foreign climes. 
During the wars between Greece and Persia, when 
war was first carried on under rules of science, sol- 
diers of fortune were plenty in Persian armies. They 
were all Greeks, the only men who then understood 
war. In later times, after Pyrruvus taught the old 
Romans how to fight, the Greek soldier of fortune 
performed the same kind office for Carthage, and 
HannrsBa studied from Greck models. After the 
fall of Rome, in the long night of the dark ages, the 
art of war suffered just as other arts did, and war 
during that period is largely a history of mob fights 
without generalship, strategy, or tactics, blind 
slaughters leading to nothing. The first dawn of 
science in mediwval warfare is seen in the campaign 
of Cressy under Epwarp IIL, and with scientific 
warfare came the trained soldier of fortune once 
more, whether we call him the Buack Prince and 
DuevuEsciin fighting on opposite sides in Spain for 
Don Pzpro and the TRASTEVERINO, or FRA 
MoreALE and the CoxsTABLE DE- Bourson in 
Italy, fighting for and against Pope and people. 
The essential feature that strikes us in the dawn of 
civilized warfare, is the superiority of the trained 
officer over the feudal baron and the esteem jn which 
his services are held in all countries. WALLENSTEIN, 
MonTEcucuL!, Prince EvGEng, Saxe, STEUBEN, all 
are examples down to the present century of the 
highest type of the soldier of fortune, whose talents 
and courage command the applause and gratitude of 
the nations they serve. 

Of late years the field of the soldier of fortune has 
contracted its limits. The Austrian service, once 
full of foreigners, has few on the list, and all the 
other nations of Europe are somewhat jealous and 
restrict the prizes of military life to their own natives. 
In the East, the case is still different, and both Tur- 
key and Egypt are now well provided with foreign 
officers. The former has chiefly affected Englishmen, 
and there only in the navy to any extent, while her 
policy is to educate her own officers as fast as possi- 
ble. The Khedive of Egypt, on the other hand, has 
shown a marked preference for American officers, of 
whom his general staff is now composed, almost to 
the exclusion of other nationalities. That he finds 
this procedure wise, is evident from the results. His 
experience with Sir Samvure, Baker and that with 
‘‘CurmngsE Gorpon” and Colonel Lone are very 
sharply contrasted. Sir Samuen took away some 
twenty-twu hundred men, stayed nearly three years, 
and finally failed in the object of his expedition, as his 
own book confesses. He allowed Kappa Réaa, a 
very dirty black king, to abuse, cheat, insult, and 
finally to drive him out of his territories, narrowly 
escaping with his life, and losing many men. “ Colo- 
nel Lone meets the same Kanna R&Ga, repulses and 


demoralizes him, having enly two men to, the sav- 
age’s four hundred. For this gallant deed he 
has been lately promoted, and the Kbedive seems 
to be so much enamored of his American officers that 
he has despatched two other expeditions to the in- 
terior, both commanded by Americans. As Ameri- 
cans, the officers of our Army will doubticss take 
pride in remembering that our countrymen abruad 
are in nowise behind their European rivals as regards 
skill and daring. 

In a private letter to a friend in this city, a gentle- 
man travelling in Egypt says of the Amerivans in the 


Army of Egypt: 
‘“T saw Stone at Cairo—he is very busy and very useful. 
The Khedive has a very high opinion ot him. He hkes the. 


work, and is no doubt well suited for it. Purpy is doing 
excellent service, and is one of the very best (if not the 
best) of Sronz’s subordinates. He has done a great deal of - 
valuable work in the way of exploration on the desert, and 
has recently left. Cairo on a two years exploration to Darfour, 
which will carry him to the Equator and South of the 

bert Nyanza. The Khedive spoke to me in the highest 
terms of his American Cy en said he wanted more of 
Chem. 4c. 3's He spoke in wing terms of the perform- 
ance of Colonel Lone and of all this y American on his 
monthly pay and with two armed men. done to develope 
the geography of Central Africa, and to extend the moral 
influence of Egypt.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy AnD Navy Journat does not hold him- 
eelf ble for individual expressions of opinion in commu 

sled under this head. His yempese is to allow the 
Lay aed freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
ee ing. 








‘AN EPISODE OF THE WAR.” 
70 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: An article entitled “ An Episode of the War,” 
by W. 8S. Andrews, published in that new, and in 
many respects charming holiday book, ‘‘ Lotos 
Leaves,” calls for some notice, simply on account of 
the respectable company in which it is found. It pre- 
tends to narrate the circumstances attending the naval 
boat-assault on Fort Sumter on the night of September 
8, 1863, but is in a large measure destitute of truth. 
Indeed its most important statements are sheer fabrica- 
tions from beginning to end. 

The essential features of the ariicle are given in the 
following extracts. The writer says, ‘“‘I was the 
officer in charge of the signal-station at General Gill- 
more’s Headquarters on Morris Island, where we had 
taken the Rebel forts Wagner and Gregg, and were 
waiting for the ne 6 to complete the work.” . . . 
‘One day, early in September, 1863, at about noon, the 
general directed me to signal to the admiral the infor- 
mation that he would assault Sumter by boats that 
night. Much to my surprise there was returned in a 
few moments, an answer to the effect that the admiral 
had himself planned to assault Sumter that night by 
boats from the fleet, and asking ‘if the general had 
not heard of his intention to do so.’ The general re- 
plied that he was ‘ very much surprised,’ had no idea 
that a bout assault was intended by the Navy. Then 
_ followel a series of m s to andfro. Hach was 

sorry that he had done anything to interfere with the 
other, each thought it ‘ very strange that both had hit 
upon doing the same thing on the same day,’ each 
would gladly withdraw in favor of the other, etc., etc., 
*but the orders having been given, the men being 
ready,’ etc., etc. Thea it was proposed that both 
parties should unite under the command of one officer, 
and, ‘being an expedition by water, the admiral 
thought the general would at once :ee the propriety 
of giving a naval officer the command.’ The general 
* would be delighted certainly, the Army forces would 
be under the command of Brigadier General Thomas 
Stevenson, who would act under the orders of any 
naval officer of equal rank that the admiral might 
designate.’ (At that time there was no such officer 
in the fleet except the admiral himself), The admiral 
was delighted, ‘his force would be under the command 
of Captain —— acting commodore.’ ‘The general was 
sorry, but an acting commodore was not a commodore, 
and could not therefore rank with a brigadier general, 
and of course General Stevenson could not take orders 
from an inferior officer,’ etc., ete. After some further 
co ndence on the subject, the admiral admitted 
that he could not send the ranking officer, but ‘ he had 
failed upon research and reflection to find’any prece- 
dent for putting a naval officer under the command of 
an army Officer, and so the expedition must go.inde- 
pendent as to command, but he would co-operate.’ 
Tne general ‘regretted this, but,’” etc., etc. 

It is perhaps needless to say that the foregoing pre- 
tended extracts from the messages which passed be- 
tween Admiral Dahlgren and myself are fabrications, 
each and all of them. The quotation marks are Mr. 
Andrews’s. 

These ten or twelve alleged despatches were neither 
sent nor received, and there are only two, or possible 
three, of the fictitious extracts, which bear any resem- 
blance, either in letter, tone or spirit, to the few genu- 
ine signals and other despatches interchanged. The 
essence of the entire paragraph is untruth. 

Moreover, my first notification to the admiral of the 
contemplated Army assault was not sent, or attempted 
to be sent, by signals, but was carried by an aide-de- 
camp, and Mr. Andrews never saw it at all. The re 
tained copy is in my possession. Mr. Andrews further 
s1ys that in consequence of the ‘‘ great difficulty in 
transwitting the signals, owing to the abzence of the 
regular signal officer of the fi ip from his post,” 
[ sent him to the admiral “‘ with full iastractions” to 
‘arrange the details verbally.”” That he ‘‘ found no 
difficulty” in reaching a “ full and perfect understanding 
with the admira!” asto the plan of the assault, and that 
he brought back to me the following verbal message: 
** Tell ral Gillmore that my boats will start at 
nine, or later should he desire it. If he wishes delay 
you can signal me to that effect.” 

This is a fictior of Mr. Andrews’s imagination. 
He was not sent by me ‘“ with full instructions,” or 
with any iostructions, or authority, to arrange any of 
the details of attack, but simply to carry a despatch 
which he had failed to transmit by signals, and he 
never brought me the foregoing verbal message from 
the admiral, or anything like it. No details of a com- 
bined attack were arranged by any one. A wateh- 
word was agreed upon to prevent collision on the 
water, and nothing more, and this was sent the admi- 
ral by a messenger, and afterwards communicated to 
one of his Staff officers at my Hi uarters. 

Mr. Andrews a'so says: “‘ I was a little surprised that 
the naval boats, which were not to have left the flag- 
ship until nine, should have reached the fort a little 
after eight. I afterwards learned that the moment I 
left the admiral he gave orders that his boats should 
-” acewe as it beget gi Sot - 

n qenttary. avy boats, according to the 
official reports, left the fleet in tow of aug about ten— 
one report says at about 10.30—cast off from the tow 

t, and reached the fort soon after. The 
of oie, Ha of Fort Sumter, kept by its com- 
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wer soon after eight. He had perhaps fourteen hun- 
dred yards to pull, which would take at least twenty 
minutes. I was, therefore, a little surprised about ten 
minutes after he started to hear a brisk fusilade from 
the fort.” ‘ 

This is all pure fiction. General Stevenson did not 
“* get away soon after eight.” At that hour, and at nine 
o'clock, and ten o’clock, and later, the boats containing 
the troops were detained in the creck west of Morris 
Island by low tide, and no fusilade occurred at Fort 
Sumter until the naval assault was made soon after 
midnight. It was expected that the Army column 
would start at midnight on a two hours’ flood, dead 

low water having occurred at ten, or, to be exact, five 
minute; past ten. 

Mr. Andrews begins his article by saying: ‘I think 
taere is but one other person,who knows all the facts,” 
‘certainly they will never find their way into history 
unless this account goes into print;” and he adds in a 
foot-note the following: “I find no mention of this 
assault in the Rebellion records, or in any of the official 
reports of General Gillmore or Admifal Dahlgren.” 
. ._« “My official record book containing the corres- 
pondence by signals was borrowed by General Gill- 
more and never returned.” 

On the contrary, the assauit, and the correspondence 
receding it, are prominently mentioned in my pub- 
ished official report, and a detailed statement of the 

affair is.on file in tae War Department; and the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Navy for 1863, contains 
the official reports of the assaults submitted by Admi- 
ral Dahlgren and the several subordinate commanders 
e in it, with full particulars concerning the ob- 
ject for which it was made, the hour of making it, the 
strength of the assaulting column, and the lists of the 
killed, wounded and mi:sing. Moreover, there are 
several persons now living who, at the time, knew much 
more about the attack, and the brief and in everyway 
proper correspondence preliminary thereto, than Mr. 
Andrews possibly could, even if we adopt his own es- 
timate of the importance of the part he played in it. 
I did not retain Mr. Andrews’ record book, and 
never had it in my possession, except a few moments 
occasionally for reference. It may have been taken by 
the assistant adjutant-general, in which case it doubt- 
less will be found among the records of the Depart- 
ment of the South, where, and not in Mr. Andre ws’ 
possession, it properly belongs. 
Other portions of this remarkable production are 
reserved for future reply, which, if you wish, will be 
made in connection with an accurate account of the 
assault, drawn exclusively from official sources which 
are within the reach of any searcher after the truth. 
Q. A. GILLMORE. 
New York, January 12, 1875. 








RETIRED OFFICERS—ONCE MORE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: When, in our more infantile days, we listened 
to the sad ‘history of the “ Children in the Wood,” 
with the doings of the wicked uncle, who left them to 
perish in the wilderness, it is not to be denied that our 
teurs fell thick and fast. Perusing, however, the lucu- 
brations of your correspondent ‘‘ Army,” with the 
melancholy chances set forth by him to befall retired 
officers, who should come to be again upon duty, we 
own to it, our tears descended both thicker and faster 
—though whether from grief irrepressible, or mirth 
that, like murder ‘‘would out,” we have not for the 
present to declare. Here, then, we have those officers, 
who probably long before the advent of ‘‘ Army,” 
were actors in the scenes of the wars that make our 
history, bidden to halt in trepidation with the prospect 
of being ordered ‘‘ perhaps a thousand miles to per- 
form some temporary duty, with only actual travelling 
expenses allowed them,” or to quake in their Bluchers, 
under the contingency of being left by an ‘‘ Uncle” 
equaliy nefarious with the above, “in a strange place 
with few or no friends, there to await orders, on retired 
pay only.” We might dwell fora moment on the fact, 
that, inasmuch as the officers in question have for 
several years ‘‘ awaited orders on retired pay only,” 
they ought by this time to have become accustomed to 
it—even as the eels did to being skinned; but, passing 
on, we will simply say, that had ‘‘ Army” but gone a 
single step further, and introduced per se, the tradi- 
tional robin, to shroud with leaves the lifeless bodies 
of these, the ancient innocents of his diatribe—the 
picture must need to have been complete. 

Cogn, the major part of the communica- 
tion of ‘‘ Army” is designed simply to divert attention 
from the main issue; for which plain reason, of course, 
we find him bouncing oft from his points, at as many 
angles as a grasshopper in a meadow. One or two 
things, however, it may be as well to give a passing 
notice. 

In the first instance, then, it is a matter of secondary 
importance whether the retired officers be, or, not, 
accorded their former privilege of assignment to duty, 
on application, which is really the only poiat made by 
them. Wherefore, having invited the attention of 
vongrems to the fact, that a better economy might be 
to afford them, through the legislation asked, the oppor- 
tunity to do more for the allowance not illiberally 
apportioned them, their mission in the case need pro- 
perly to close. But that retired officers had, and have 
the right to petition for ‘redress of grievance,” rea 
or fancied, is simply a guaranty of the Constitution— 
‘*impertinent” though it seem to ‘‘ Army.” 

If, again, in his remarks touching courts-martial, as 
gotten up for retired officers, “* with seldom a case to 
try,” ‘‘ Army” refers to the court-martial so long io 
session at New York City, it can be stated, for his 
information, that, under the proper orders, that court 
was held for daty for months, “without rd to 
” extending after its sittings into the twilight of 
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_ Or if, as assumed, courts martial were, in apy direc- 
tion, ‘‘ organized solely for the purpose of giving 
retired officers full pay, with little or no duty to per- 
form, whom is it ‘“‘ Army” proposes to impeach? 
Officers of the retired list, the generals commanding 
departments in which the courts were concerned, or 
the War Department itself, which recognized the 
whole? ‘‘ Army” will find that there is in this portion 
of his argument some rather ticklish ground, from 
which it might be wise in him to retire in season. 

Neither does it strike ‘‘ Army,” that to exhibit 
among the cadets at the Military Academy, as instruc- 
uctors, and the like, those of ‘‘ our unfortunate brother 
officers who have been disabled in the Service,” can 
do other than ‘‘ check military ardor,” on the part of 
said young gentlemen, We have heard of the 
inebriate, pretty well ‘‘ disabled” in the war with the 
mighty Barleycorn, who proposed to let himself out to 
accompany 8 temperance lecturer, aS an ‘‘ awful 
example.” In this line of business, and as adjunct to 
the Peace Society proper, there is no doubt many of 
our ‘‘unfortunate brother officers” might become an 
investment worthy the capital. In view, however, of 
the lessons needful to be impressed upon the rising gene- 
ration of our heroes, and the sterner realities they are 
in no sense to blink or forego, the notion put forward 
by “* Army” in this regard, might be open to some ex- 
ception. And this, in point of its mere honesty, if in 
nothing else. Perhaps “ Army” is alarmed, lest some 
such stampede should take place among the ‘‘ Plebes,” 
on the appearance of the one-eyed and one-armed, or 
one-legged or no no-legged of our veterans, as to 
endanger the safety of the West Point instruction in 
toto. And yet it is upon record, that the striplings 
from this Academy—scarcely yet off their graduation 
leave—have fleshed their swords with a will, and even 
perished gallantly in the ‘ imminent deadly breach,” 
despite the horrors of war, as seen by them face to 
face, and for themselves. 

Are retired officers the scum or offscourings of the 
Service, that they are to be assailed with epithets or 
innuendoes, impeaching at every point their honor and 
integrity? By what authority, as well, will ‘‘ Army” 
please tu inform us, does he presume to state in advance, 
the favor or disfavor of the President, or the Hon. 
Secretary of War, touching a bill relative to retired 
officers, now pending for the judgment and action of 
Congress? Who is it that has thus far taken him into 
contidence, or set him forward as an exponent? And 
if he have not been thus taken into confidence, or set 
forward, is it ‘‘ impertinent,” or simply outrageous— 
to use no harsher term—for him to mount his high 
horse, and in this: wise caper and cavort before the 
battle-scarred and service-worn veterans, who form 
the text of this, our present writing? 








OFFICERS AND LEGISLATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir : In reading the report of the ‘‘ Army and Navy 
Bills in Congress,” in the JouRNAL of the second in- 
stant, I was reminded of the order issued March 15th, 
1873, from the War Department, forbidding officers of 
the Army to influence legislation, or address chambers 
of Congress with a view to securing their influence in 
ing acts affecting the Army. A great many bills 
ave been introduced, it is true, but if that order were 
not in force, there might have been one or two more ! 
Fort Macon, N. C., Jan. 4, 1875. ° 








REWARD FOR GALLANT CONDUCT. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir : At the meeting of the Trustees of the Humane 
Society, of Massachusetts, last evening, it was voted to 
present to Thomas Larkin, seaman of the United States 
steamer Narragansett, the framed certificate of the 
Society for his gallant acts, on the 24th November last, 
at Mare Island, California, when he twice jumped 
overboard to rescue his shipmates ; on the last occa- 
sion, when the force of the tide made it dangerous—on 
the first occasion he was assisted by Spiro Juan and 
William Allwright, who will be honorably mentioned 
when the certificate of the Society is presented. 
I am, etc., R. B. Fores, 
Chairman of Standing Committee, 
Mass. Humane Society. 

Mitton, Mass., Jan. 3, 1875, 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


The bill (H. R. 3963), ‘‘ relating to the rank of officers 
in the Army,” introduced into the House Dec. 14, by 
Mr. Darrall, is the same as (8. 1627), published here- 
with. 

Senate bill 1027, introduced by Mr. West Dec. 15, 
‘relating to the rank of officers in the Army,” reads: 
That all officers of the Army of the United States who 
have heretofore been placed on the list of supernu- 
meraries or classed as unassigned by operation of the 
act of March 3, 1869, entitled ‘‘ An act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1870, and for other purposes,” and 
were transferred into the cavalry, artillery, and infan- 
try by general order numbered 59, series of 1869, War 
Department, shall be now taken and deemed to have 
been placed on the same footing as those officers trans- 
ferred from the supernumeraries’ list into the cavalry, 
artillery, and infantry by the 12th section of the act of 
July 13, 1870, entitled ‘* An act making appropriation 
for the support of the Army for the year ending June 
30, 1871, and for other purposes;” and all officers trans- 
ferred previous to the act of July 15, 1870, into 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, shall be deemed and 
considered as having been entitled to the same rank in 
the regiment to which they have been transferred or 
aasigned as those transferrgd under tho provisions of 
sectfon 13 of the vot of duly 15, 1870, and hold and 
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enjoy such rank and promotion, with all its pay and 
emoluments, from the date of their or‘ginal entry into 
the Army in the regiment where they have been trans- 
ferred or assigne!. 

In the Senate, on the 7th inst., the Committee of 
Pensions reported adversely on the bills granting a pen- 
sion to Mrs. Jane Dulaney, and granting increase of 
pension to Mrs. Mary W. Shirk. 7 

The House, on the 6th inst., passed bill (H. R. No. 
3912), reducing the force in the Adjutant-General’s 
Department of the Army. It provides that the Adju- 
tant-General’s Department shall hereafter consist of 
one adjutant-general with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of a brigadier-general; two assistants wit the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of colonels; four assistants 
with the rank, pay, and emoluments of Jieutenant- 
colonels; and ten assistants with the rank, pay, and 
emoluments of majors, and repeals so much of the 
Army appropriation of March 3, 1869, as applies to the 
Adjutant-General’s Department. The bill r. duces the 
number of majors from thirteen to ten, and increases 
the lieutenant-colonels one—saving the Government 
$10,500 per year. 

It also passed bill (H. R. No. 4185), for the relief of 
Brevet Brigadier-General B. 8. Roberts, which pro- 
vides for the convening of a board to report whether 
he was, as date of Dec. 15, 1870, entitled to be retired 
in accordance with the provisions of section 32, of an 
act to increase and fix the military peace establishment 
of the United States, approved July 28, 1866; and if 
he was so entitled for the correction of his record 
accordingly. 

Mr. Donnan, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported back adversely the memorial of General 
Hazen on the subject of creating a soldiers’ savings 
deposit; also bill (H. R. No. 2142), to relieve all per- 
sons engaged in the volunteer military service of the 
United States at the close of the war of the rebellion, 
from the disability of desertion, on account of absent- 
ing themselves afterwards from their respective regi- 
ments and companies without leave, and for the 
auditmg and paying them all claims for back pay and 
bounty, as though no disability of desertion had ever 
been incurred by them. The committee reported that 
among the soldiers who so absented themselves, there are 
undoubtedly cases of hardship, which have received 
or will receive the attention of Congress, but to restore 
the entire list to an unblemished record, would be un- 
just to the many thousand of their faithful comrades 
who served without breach of military discipline until 
honorably mustered out of the Service. The bill was 
referred to the Committee on the Whole. Mr. Butler 
stated that its provisions would take about ten million 
dollars from the Treasury. 

Bill (H. R. No. 678), to provide for post quarter- 
master sergeants was passed in the House. It author- 
izes and empowers the Sccretary of War to select from 
the sergeants of the Line of the Army, who shall have 
faithfully served therein five years, three years of 
which in the grade of non-commissioned officer, as 
many post quartermastcr sergeants as the Service may 
require, not exceeding one for each military post or 
place of deposit of quartermasters’ supplies, whose 
duty it shall be tv receive and preserve the quarter- 
masters’ supplies at the posts, under the direction of 
the proper officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretar of War, to be subject to the Rules and 
Articles of War, and to receive same pay and allow- 
ances as ordnance sergeants. 

Mr. Hutton reported (H. R. No. 4189), for the relief 
of Lieutenant R. H. Chadbourn, late of Company B, 
Eighty-fourth regiment colored Infantry, which annuls 
the finding of sentence of court-martial in his case, 
and gives him an honorable discharge instead of dis- 
missal, and it was referred to the Committec of the 
Whole on the private calendar. 

Mr. Phillips introduced bill (H. R. No. 4192), for 
the relief of 8. K. Thompson, late second lieutenant 
Twenty-fifth U. 8. Infantry, which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Aflairs, 

The House passed the fortification appropriation 
bill, which appropriates $850,000. No amendments 
were made. 

In the Senate, January 6, communications were pre- 
tented from the Secretary of War transmitting a re- 
port of General Ord in relation to the sufterers from 
the grasshopper plague, and from General Schofield, 
respecting the repeal of the law which forbids promo- 
lion in the Staff of the Army, which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Cragin introduced a bill (S. No. 1086), to regu- 
late promotions in the Staff of the Marine Corps, 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Aftairs; 
also (8. No, 1087), to fix and reduce the Pay Depart- 
ment of the Army, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Hancock introduced (8. No. 1090), for the relief 
of A. W. Greely, Fifth Cavalry, which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Military Aftairs. 

In the House, on the 8th inst., Mr. Nesmith, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, reported back, with 
recommendation for passage, (Senate bill No. 769), for 
the relief of Paymaster J. W. Nichols of the Army, 
and it was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the private calendar. 

(House bill No. 4214) was passed, providing that the 
legal compensation and allewance due to the officers of 
the Government engaged in the parties observing the 
Transit of Venus, shall be neil 1 from the appropria 
Uons for the support of the branches of the public ser 
vice to which such officers are attached. The passage 
of such a bill is necessary in consequence of a recent 
decision of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
hat under paragraph 8678, Revised Statutes, which 

rovi ‘es that ‘‘ all sums appropriated for the various 
prancheb of expenditure in the public service si.all be 
pplied solsly 10 the objects for which they are respec 
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on the Transit of Venus Expedition, belonging to the 
coast survey, cannot bo'paid from coast survey appro- 
priations. 

(H. R. bill No. 782), for the relief of the officers and 
crew of the Wyoming and Zakiang, was discussed at 
much length, but no resolution reache:. 

The naval appropriation bill was taxen up by the 
Senate on the 8th of January, amend d and passed 
without discussion. The amendments require the 
concurrence of the House, and were as follows: ‘* Pro- 
vided that no allowance shall be made in the settle- 
ment of any account for travelling expenses unless the 
same be incurred on the order of the Secretary of the 
Navy, or the allowance be approved by him.” In- 
creasing the appropriation for the Nautical Almanac 
from $18,000 to $20,000; increa ing the appropria‘ion 
for continuance of work on new plancts, discovere 
by American astronomers, from $2,000 to $3,000; in- 
creasing the appropriation for repairs of naval labora- 
ing hospitals, etc., from $5,000 to $20,000; reducing 
the appropriation for pensions for Navy, from $1,200,- 
000 to $1,244,000. Striking out, in the appropriation 
(steam engineering) for repai's and preservation of boil- 
ers and machinery, etc., thé following proviso: ‘That 
the work be done in the workshops of the Navy-yard 
when practicable.” Under Naval Academy, making 
two professors (heads of departments), namely, one of 
drawing, and one of English studies, history, and law, 
at $2,500 each; three professors, namely, one of mathe- 
matics (assistant), one of chemistry, and one of French 
at $2,200 each, instead of one professor of drawing 
(head of department), $2,500; four professors, namely, 
one of mathematics (assis‘ant), one of chemistry, one 
of English studies, history, and law, and one of French 
at $2,200 each. Also increasing appropriatioa for 
heating and lighting Academy and school ships, from 
$10,000 to $15,000, and the appropriations fer con- 
tingent expenses [gencral maintenance], from $36,600 
to $41,600. Under the head of Marine Corps, the 
appropriation for transportation of troops was made 
to embrace expenses of recruiting, repairs of barracks 
and rent of offices where there are no public build- 
ings, was increased from $6,000 to $10,000; an appro- 
priation of $5,000 was inserted for the transportation 
of officers travelling without troops; the clause for 
forage was made to read, ‘‘ For forage for public 
horses and horses belonging to fiel:| and staff officers, 
$5,000;” the appropriation for hire of quarters was 
increased from $10,000 to $16,000, and the word offices 
was changed to officers, making the clause read, ‘* For 
hire of quarters for officers where there are no public 


quarters, $16,000;” an appropriation of $20,000 was | pi 


inserted for payment of discharge: soldicrs for clothing 
not drawn; and the amount for contingencies was in- 
creased from $15,000 to $20,000. 

In the House, on the 11th inst., the following bills 
were introduce¢ by Mr. Parker: (H. R. 4225), for the 
relief of John K. Sullivan, late a second lieutenant in 
the Army; Mr. Scudder of New York, (H. R. 4231), to 
restore Edward McDonald Reynolds to the Marine 
Corps; Mr. Archer, (H. R. 4239), to provide for the 
manufacture of submarine guns, the invention ot 
Admiral Porter; Mr. Berry, (H. K. 4249), to abolish 
the office of Lieutenant-General of the Army; Mr. 
Myers, (H. R. 4299), fixing the relative rank of civil 
engineers in the Navy; Mr. Hawley of Connecticut, 
presented the petition of Wm. Maxwell Wood, Jr., 
for compensation for the use in the Navy of his boat 
detaching and attaching apparatus. 

In the Senate, on tie 12th inst., Mr. Cragin made an 
adverse report on the bill for the relief of the officers 
and crew of the U. 8. steamer Champion. A resolution 
was passed authorizing Passed Assistant Engineer 
Thomas W. Fitch to accept of a wedding present sent 
to his wife, Mrs. Minnie Sherman Fitch, by the Khedive 
of Egypt. Mr. Hitchcock introduced a bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Rebecca L. Wright. 

In the House, the naval appropriation bill was taken 
up, and the Senate amendments concurred in, thus 
passing the bill. 

Mr. Hunton reported bill (H. R. 4808), for the pro- 
tection of orphans, wiuuws, and heirs of officers of 
the U. S. Army, which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; also (H. R. 
4309) to extend the observations of the Signal Service 
of the Army, which was similarly referred. 








Tue St. Louis Republican publishes what purports to 
be an expression of views by General Sherman upon 
the existing condition of affairs in Louisiana, ‘The 


Republican says : In substance the General said affairs | 4 


in Louisiana wore an ugly look. He hoped, however, 
that a solution of the difficulties would soon be reached. 
This state of affairs could not continue much es, 
He thought that Congress would soon be compelled to 
take some action which would compose the difficulties, 
as far as they could at present be composed. General 
Emory, who commands the Department of the Gulf, is 
a good man, an excellent officer of the old school, but 
perhaps a little timid in interfering in the civil affairs 
of the State. He (General Sherman) had received 
orders and communications from Washington, touch- 
ing the condition of thivgs in Louisiana, which he had 
forwarded to General Sheridan. That commander 
had gone to New Orleans to observe the progress of 
the civil complications by order of the President, with 
discretionary authority to assume command of the 
troops if he should deem it necessary. General Sheri- 
dan, he said, is a kind-hearted, noble-minded man, 
accessible to any who may have a suit to urge. .But 
he is a soldier, also, and does not hesitate to do his 
duty. If he thought it necessary, and believed it a 
matter of duty, the City of New Orleans would be no 
more regarded than an Indian village, He would not 
hesitate to level it. That is the kind of a man Sheri- 
dan is, But he is also prudent and discreet, and will 
do nothing to complicate matters or root itate events, 
Tho military could not decide as ¢ tightfulnoss or 
wrongtulness of the clalme of the conten Ona j 


they could only obey orders. It was the province cf 
the judiciary to decide as to the legality of this or that 
overnment. The l’resident was an executive officer ; 
fe could not a se my oe whether _ or 
that party was enti to exercise powers 0 - 
ernment in Louisiana. He thought the President, 
having once recognized the Kellogg, Government, had 
made up his mind to sustain it until declared hy Con- 
ess or the Supreme Court of the United States to be 
fllegal. There is a great problem lying back of all 
these troubles. The making of laws taxing the people, 
by a party which pays little or no taxes, is a subject 
which needs to be handled with t delicacy. As to 
the question whether a fair election has been or can be 
held in Louisiana, is a matter for careful consideration. 
The present condition of society is Louisiana is 


d|anarchy. The General thought it was to be lamented 


that this whole matter had not been brought before 
the Supreme Court long ago. It would have been easy 
to get un acase. Any cilizen might have questioned 
the legality of the Government, and declined to poey 
some Biate law in which this question was involved. 
The case could have proceeded before the Cireuit 
Court, until a decision was reached, and then taken on 
appeal to the Supreme Court. All parties would have 
submitted to a decision from that tribunal, and thus 
the whole question would have been disposed of. The 
interest of party might swerve the jonenest of Con- 
gressmen, Dut he regards the present Supreme Court 
above all such influences, and altogether one of the 
ablest judicial bodies this country has ever had. No 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States 
has ever been questioned or resisted, and the General 
said, ‘“‘I hope the time will never come when the 
people shall refuse to obey the judgment of that high 
tribunal.” 








LrzuTENANT CoLonEL Lone of the Egyptian army, 
of whose exploit in Central Africa we gave an account 
in the Journat of Dec. 26, has received his promotion 
to the rank of Colonel of the General Staff. ‘The 
following is the order on the subject: 

Ministry oy Wank, Bureau or THE Carer or Starr, 
Cairo, November 16, 1874. f 
GENERAL ORDER No. 18. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Long, of the General Staff, while on the 
expedition to Lake Albert, was attacked by 400 armed men, 
enemies of the Khedive. With but two soldiers he resisted the 
attack of the entire troop, and inflicted on it a loss of cighty- 
ior this excellent feat of arms, and that he has acquitted him- 
self so poy! notwithstanding great difficulties in his 
mission to the Uganda country, his dighness, the Khedive, is 
leased to name Lieutenant Colonel Long to the grade of Colonel 
of the General Staff. 

By order of his Highness, the Prince. 

Strong, Chief of the General Staff. 

Colonel Long, whoze full name is Charles Chaillé 
Long, was born in July, 1842, at Princess Anne, 
Somerset County, Md., Littleton Long, Esq., his 
father, being now the oldest inhabitant of that town. 
He was educated at the Washington Academy. When 
the war between the North and South commenced, he 
joined the Union Army as a private in the First, 
Eastern Shore, Maryland, regiment, Colonel James 
Wallace commanding, his brother, Captain L. Long, 
being captain of hiscompany. He soon attracted the 
attention of bis superior officers, and was detailed to 
General Lew Wallace’s headquarters. He participated 
in all the battles that his regiment was engaged in, and 
on the consolidation of the Eleventh Maryland with 
the First, he was promoted to the rank of captain, and 
served on General Schoepfl’s staft at Fort Delaware. 
At the close of the war he was honorably discharged, 
and went into the dry goods commission busines; in 
New York. He was appointed on the Khedive staff, 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, in March, 1870. 
He was for a short time connected with the press, pub- 
lishing the Somerset Herald in Princess Ann. 








Ir has been estimated by an Indian contemporary, 
says the London Broad Arrow, that in the eighteen 
months including the latter half of the year 1868 and 
the year 1869, there were no fewer than 1,200 district 
and general courts-martial on soldiers held in India. 
In more than half these cases—in upwards of 70C— 
the offence for which the prisoners were brought up 
was insubordination. No sentence even of penal 
servitude is to be tound among the records of the 
700 cases, and one man who on two occasions had 
struck his officer, was sentenced on each to only one 
year’s imprisonment. The Commander-in-chief ad- 

ressed himself seriously to the task of reforming 
this state of things. A custom, by which men ‘sen- 
tenced to two years’ imprisonment or more, were sent 
home to England was regsonably held to act as an 
incentive to crime, and was cancelled ; courts-martial 
were urged to pass repressive sentences, aud the 
result may be stated as follows: In the year 1870 
there were 160 cases of insubordination. In 1871 the 
number sank to 66; in 1872, to 54; in 1873, to 47; 
and in 1874 the returns, though still incomplete, pro- 
mise to exhibit a continued decline in the prevalence 
of the offence. 








In h‘s report to his government on the last English 
Autumn Manceuvres, the German military envoy 
present placed the artillery first, the infantry second, 
and the cavalry third in respect to efficiency, each to 
each, in the British army. He placed the artillery 
secend to the German, equal to the Russian, superior 
to the French, and far before the Austrian. The 
gro: nd on which he considered they were inferior to 
the Prussian was that as to matér.e! they had muz- 
zic- oading gunr, and seemed to work too much “on 

k. . 
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‘THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


JANUARY DRILLS. 


Norz.—The present list will be corrected from time to time as 
we receive notifications, and we request that all regiments which 
do not appear therein will send us Jists of of their regular nights 
as soon as possible that none may be omitted. Our representa- 
tives will be ereecet at all as far as possible. 

Monday, 18th, Seventy-first, arsenal ; Twelfth, armory ; 
Thirteenth, ag arsenal; Washington Grays, armory ; 
Tuesday, 19th, Fifth, arsenal; Wednesday, 20th, Seveniy- 
ninth arsenal ; Klein Troop, armory; Thursday, 2lst, 
Eighth, arsenal; Ninety-sixth, prateny ; Separate Troo 5 
Eleventh brigade, armory; Friday, 22d, Seventh, arsenal : 

ifth, armory; Monday, 25th, Sixty-ninth, arsenal ; 
Fifth, armory; Twenty-second, armory; Tuesday, 26th, 
Fifty-fifth, arsenal ; Forty-seventh, armory ; Fifth, armory ; 
Wednesday, 27th Twelfth, arsenal ; wranp-aorenth, samneny : 


Klein Troop; Fifth (instruction), armory; Thursday, 
28th, hth, arsenal; Ninety-sixth, armory; Fifth, ar- 
mory ; | te Troo 


p, Eleventh brigade, armory; Fri- 
day, 29th, Seventh, arsenal (Co. drills). 

Seventy-rinst Inrantry.—The right wing of this regi- 
ment—Companies A, C, E, G. and K —held its drill at the 
arsenal on the evening of Friday, 8th inst. This drill was 
in some respects a great improvement on that of the left 
wing on the 22d ult. The line was formed without parade 
at 8:30 o'clock, the first company with bayonets fixed, and 
the battalion was turned over in this manner to the colonel, 
who directed the adjutant to have the first company unfix 
bayonets, which was done, and the battalion presented a 
second time. The five companies were equalized into four, 
each having a front of twelve files, and their appearance 
was very good. The first movement was a march 1n column 
of fours, which was pretty fairly done, Colonel Vose chang- 
ing arms often during the march. “Fours right about” 
also was fairly done. ing in column of fours, the colonel 
placed two markers and gave the command, “right front 
into line,” at which the captain of the left company, instead 
of forming in line on the markers, marched past them to 
the extremity of the room ; the second and third companies 
also going past the markers and forming on hisright. The 
fou captain, seeing the error, caused his company to 
mark time until the three companies had countermarched 
around the left of the markers and formed properly, the 
front thus made being L shaped. The movement was re- 

ated several times, both by right and left front, and after 

his first fiasco proceeded well, the only remarkable fault 
being that some of the captains did not ey their com- 
panies to a support. ‘‘ Centre}forward, fours left and right,” 
was executed two or three times quite creditably; and 
* right and left front into liae” two or three times in the 
same style. ‘‘Companies right wheel” was poorly done, 
the company fronts being bent and crooked. ‘“ Right front 
into line, companies right half wheel” was fairly done, ex- 
cept for the first company forming at right angles, making 
againan L. ‘Companies right wheel” was a second time 
indifferently done. “ Left front into line, companies half 
left wheel” was twice repeated, and was in the main well 
executed. In forming close column of divisions from 
column of fours to the right, a mistake occurred by which 
the first division got divided into companies, marching 
to the front and rear of another division. thereby sandwich- 
ing the said division between them. This was rectified by 
the company in rear going in front and to the right of the 
other division. Afterwards, boing in column of companies, 
at the order, “left into line wheel,” the companies did not 
complete the wheel simultaneously, and some (though not 
much) distance was lost. The wheeling into line and 
column of companies was executed several times, better 
than before, but not perfect. ‘Division right wheel” and 
“left into line wheel” (by division) was done twice, and 
though not perfectly accurate, compared favorably with 
those movements by companies. The colonel, at the con- 
ce of mancuvres, commanded “rear open order,” 
but the ranks and file closers were not dressed, there being 
no officers to + ama that duty. In fact, there is quite a 
searcity of officers in the Seventy-first, there being onl 
seven line officers in this drill. e whole concluded wi 
a short drill in the manual, which was quite good. 

The above noticed wing drill of the Seventy-first was a 
considerable improvement on that spoken of in our late 
issue. The attendance was much larger, which is a gain 
on more points than one. We hope sincerely that the other 
wing may exhibit some spirit of rivalry and come up in 
even greater force. Time was when the Seventy-first was 
one of the strongest regiments in New York city, and there 
is no reason why it should not be so again. The officers 
have to remember, however, that under our present Mili- 
tary Code and under allour militia laws in the past, the 
element of personal influence and popularity is essential to 
make a success of either company or regiment. In the 
Regular Army the men are enlisted and stay, or if they de- 
sert their places are supplied by recruits sent in from the 

eneral rendezvous. In militia, every regiment stands on 

ts own merits. To make it popular, one thing is absolute- 
ly essential, that the board of officers should work in com- 
plete harmony, and asa unit. A single lazy or discontented 
officer can do more harm to a regiment than three vigorous 
public spirited men can undo. In the Seyenty-first, while 
everything seems to work without much external clashing, 
there are evidences of want of interest and of apathy in some 
quarters that have hitherto told with most disastrous effects 
on the regiment. As far as drill , there is plenty of 
inte nce in the rank and file, officers are all competent 
enough if they will only take the necessary trouble, but we 
are sorzy to say that they do not support therr commanding 
officer with the whole-souled vigor shown in some other 
segment, notably the Seventh and Twenty-second. It 1s 
this enthusiastic support of a colonel through thick and 
thin, right and wrong (within certain limits), that makes 
successful regiments. e never saw it in a stronger light 
than in one or two Connecticut regiments that we might. 
mention, where the whole body of officers seemed inspired 
bya single will. If a company, field, or staff officer finds 
t, g to some incompatibility of disposition or no- 
tions of duty, he cannot work with his colonel in entire 
harmony, he has two courses open, either to give up his 
individuality for his regiment’s good, or to resign. The 
worst thing he can do is to stay in a regiment he does not 
heartily lieve in, to embarrass its action. Were 
all the — pf oe a -first to follow 7 rule, 
which rests on and gen a feeling, the regi- 
ment might soon resume its pristine glory. - 
Tue Company CaAmPionsHir.—We have received from 
Company E, First California My re tke following letter 
on the Company Championship of the United States to which 
great pleasure, aa likely to. stimulate the interect on the 
P as 8 on t 
subject of company rifle shompionsh , Which we regard as 
of great im nce to the National Guard at large : 
; San Francisco, January 2, 1875. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : ' 

Siz: We, members of Company E, First California regi- 
ment, were somewhat at the statements and ps oe 
ments in your issue of 19 upon our proposed 


/ 


match with Company D, Twelfth N. Y. Permit us to cor- 
rect a mistake relative to our rifles, which sre 50 cal. in- 
stead of 45, as stated. As to the challenge of Company D, 
published in June last, you will notice that its acceptance 
was limited to companies of the First division, N. G. = 
Y., was for only one range (200 yards), and must have been 
accepted before ye 1, at which time we had only got 
our targets for the yard range into passable shape, and 
had not practised more than two or three times, thus leav- 
ing us out of the question as competitors, even if we had 
been eligible under the first clause. As to your remarks 
upon the difference of climate, conditions of the atmosphere, 
etc., upon two ranges so far apart, we fu'ly appreciate that, 
and any one who knows San Francisco will tell you that we 
have a good —— of having the worst of it. When, 
however, Y say that we ought to raise money to send a 
am to Creedmoor and introduce the word ‘ champion- 
ship,” at the same time suggesting a general affair to 
which other companies should be admitted, we think that 
you are giving our modest little challenge too great an im- 
portance. Lacking acquaintance, we had to make it gen- 
eral, but have only thought of it as a matter of pastime, to 
create more interest in shooting, especially on this coast, 
and to inconvenience the contestants as little as possible. 
Championship honors will do to talk about after more 
people have accustomed themselves to this stage of shoot- 
ng. Certainly we are not egotistical ——_ to hope for 
or claim them just yet. Please give this a p 

right. Yours respectfully, 
* Geo. H. Strona, for Company E. 


Ep.—Our friends of the Pacific coast are modest, and 
evidently did not anticipate the stir that would be made by 
their challenge. We wish to be distinctly understood as not 
reprobating that challenge in anymanner. Ina new sport 
like that of rifle shooting, depending entirely on individual 
exertions, anything that increases the general interest 1s 
altogether desirable. We hope sincerely that our hints of 
the 19th ult. will be taken, if not by Company E, First Cali- 
fornia, and Company D, Twelfth New York, at least by other 
companies of the National Guard elsewhere, and that a 
really national contest may arise from this modest beginning. 
A championship contest is by no means a mere exhibition 
of vanity. It is the only way to stimulate public curiosity 
and interest in any sport or pursuit of any kind dependent 
on hard work and individual interest. The National Lifle 
Association met with but little recognition beyond a limited 
circle, till the International Match on its grounds at 
Creedmoor fired the whole country into a temporary fever 
of enthusiasm for rifle practice. In a contest for the Com- 
pany Championship of the United States at Creedmoor the 
interest of the National Guardsmen all over the Union would 
be stimulated to the highest point, and the benefit result- 
ting from,the practice would beimmense. Good rifle shoot- 
ing depends on exactly one thing, after the theory is mas- 
tered, and that thing is practice. The arduous — 
required of a good rifle shot can only be maintained by the 
greatest interest and enthusiasm, and there is nothing like 
sectional rivalry to excite that interest. We therefore re- 
peat our hope that this company championship match will 
not be shot in any such manner as that so far proposed, b: 
teams at 3,000 miles apart, but in a tair field common to all, 
with a representation from at least every State in the Union. 
That will be a contest worth seeing, and worthy of the 
heartiest support from all the N ational Guard. 


Army Rirve Pracrice.—The officers of the Regular Army 
continue to appreciate the good effect on their men of 
the public comparison of target records first instituted by 
Captain McGowan, of the Twelfth Infantry, iu our columns, 
We publish to-day with great pleasure the followin 
memoranda of target practice by Company K, Sixteent 
U. 8. Infantry, at Frankfort, Ky., December 30, 1874, fur- 
nished by Lieutenant Ewing, supervising officer, viz. : 
Forty men; five consecutive shots each ; position, stand- 
ing ; range, 100 yards; wind, gentle; weather, cloudy ; 
thermometer, eight degrees below freezing point ; Creed- 
moor target—6 by 4 feet ; centre, 2 feet square ; bull’s-eye, 
8 inches square. Score: 11 bull’s-eyes, 52 centres, 103 
outers, and 34 misses; total, 406 points; average, 2.03—a 
little more than fifty per cent. of highest possible score. 
This score is very g indeed for the season, being pretty 
close to that of Company D, Twelfth U. 8. Infantry, and to 
that of Klein’s Troop, First division N. G. 8. N. Y. 


Tae TWENTY-SECOND’s Batu.—The ball of the ‘‘ Shooting 
Regiment” was the great event of Monday night. ‘The 
Sixty-ninth ought to have been drilling at the arsenal, and, 
instead of that, they shut off the gas, and started for the 
ball—at least we presume so—as nothing short of a wed- 
ding, or a wake, or a ball, could turn Colonel Cavanagh 
from the stern path of duty. The Academy was full, and 
yet invitations were very hard to procure. The decorations 
were handsome and appropriate, and Gillmore’s band fur- 
nished the music. The military guests of high rank had 
boxes. Everybody who was anybody was there, and every 
one was happy. uld more be said? In fine, the ball was 
a success, and any one who did enjoy it, was probably a 
wall flower, who could not dance. Even the older portion 
of the "ge who were past dancing did not look very 
unhappy, if they only knew any one there, as there were 
plenty of people to talk to. Among the prominent officers 
present were Colonels Pearsall, Stokes, Bartlett, and Strong, 
of Governor Tilden’s staff; General Dunn, Colonels Gilder- 
sleeve and Jussen, Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell, Majors 
Parker, Belknap, Captain Post, Major Wilson; Colonel 
Ward, of the Twelfth ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bingham, of the 
Second Regiment N. G. 8. N. J.; Captains Crane and Gil- 
more, Adjutant Van Iderstine, Lieutenants Jackson and 
Franklin, of the Fifth Infantry N. G.S. N. J.; Col. Vose 
and Quartermaster Guibert, of the Seventy-first ; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brown, of the Veteran Corps, Twenty-second ; 
Major Hess, of the Third Artillery, U. 8. A.; Major McLean, 
of the Old Guard ; Colonel Porter, Lieutenant-Colonel Camp, 
Major McGrath, Surgeon Roberts, Pc ge Waydell, Cap- 
tains Styles, Topping. Smith, Horsfall, Briggs, Lieutenants 
Knapp, x, Wilmerding, and Miller, of the Twenty-second 
Infantry; Among the civic guests were Messrs. M. Dupig- 
nac, John H.'Turner, Theodore Moss, and Gilson Whitson. 
The Reception Committee was represented by Lieutenant- 
Colonel John T. Camp; House Committee, Major W. J. 
McGrath ; Floor Commitiee Captain R. Kelly Styles ; Press 
Committee, Lieutenant W. J. Carmichael, Quartermaster- 
Sergeant Paterson ; Color-Sergeant Coles; Sergeants W. J. 
Murphy, and James Barry. : 
Tue following was the order of dancing : Twenty-second 
Infantry Grand March. Lanciers; promenade. 2. 
; promenade. 3. wa; promenade. 4. Quad- 
rille; promenade. .5. Redowa; promenade. 6. Galop; 
promenade. 7. Lanciers; promenade. 8. Redowa; prom- 
enade. 9. Galop; promenade. 10. Lanciers; promenade. 
11. Redowa; promenade. 12. Quadrille; promenade. 13. 
14. Galop; promenade. 15. Lan- 
Redowa; promenade. 17. Galop; 
promenade. promenade. 19. Redowa; 
Pie mamnere totnde dantight the, ball broké up, and the 
roke up, an 
was and desolation, while the ma- 


revel id not get up till noon of Tuesday, 


ace and set us 





TWENTY-SECOND InFANTRY.—The non-commissioned offi- 
cers of this regiment assemble at.the armory, in fatigue 
uniform, for theretical instruction and drill,on Friday, 
Jan 15 and 22, at 7:45 o’clock p.m. The right and left 
wi of the regiment will assemble at the armory, in fatigue 
uniform, for battahon drill, at 8 o’clock p. m., as follows : 
Companies A, B, G, F, and D, Monday, January 25; Com- 

anies H, K, I, E, and C, Friday, January 29. The follow- 
ing changes in command are announced : Captain John H. 
Horsfall transferred from Company I to the command of 
Company F; First Lieutenant Wilmot M. Dunning to be 
captain Company E, vice Congdon, resigned ; Second Lieu- 
tenant Thomas L. Miller to be first lieutenant ey 4 E, 
vice Dunning, promoted ; First Lieutenant John ©. Wilmer- 
ding resigned December 17, 1874. 


Tweirru [nrantry.—At the regular ay 4 meeting of 
Company E, Twelfth regiment N. G. 8. N. Y., held at their 
armory January 8,—that being the first meeting this year 
The following members were elected as civil ofticers for the 
ensuing year: Secretary, Sergeant Charles. F. Moulton ; 
Treasurer, George E. W. Stivers ; Company Court-martial 
—First Lieutenant C. E. Perring, Corporal Wm, McCuen, 
Privates Benjamin Plumb, Thos, P. Lynch, and Edward D. 
McGreal; Finance Committee—Corporal Philip Doerle, 
Privates Patrick Starr, and James F. Perring; Armory 
Committee—Sergeant Thos. G. Seely, Corporals James T. 
McCuen and Oliver McMillan ; Committee on Membership 
—Privates J. H. Bishop, J. Vreeland, and F. H. Smith. 


Tue New Tarcets.—We have received the following 
letter from the officers of the Westchester County organi- 
zation, mentioned in our last issue : 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sin: We beg leave to correct through 
erroneous impressions prevalent In the National Rifle Associa 
tion as to our own body, which appear in your article on the 
**New Targets, etc.,” in the last number of the Journa.. I. 
Our name ** American” was adopted because, from the location 
of our range on roads leading to other States, we expect to be 
favored with a portion of the practice of those States, and hope 
in time to attain a rank ~ than that of a mere county or 
village club. Our field will not interfere with that of the 
National Rifle Association, and is not so intended. ‘II. As the 
N. R. A. copy their rules from the Wimbledon rules of three 
ears ago, xo do we from those of the Wimbledon of to-day. 
xperience has dictated a change there, and we are satisfied to 
accept the results of that experience, believing it only a question 
of afew months, perhaps weeks, before the N. R. A. adopts the 
new Wimbledon system itself. A young Association, we do not 
wish to have to make targets twice oyer and incur needless ecx- 
pense’ The system we have adopted has been fully explained in 
your own columns, and is no novelty, It is merely a moditica 
tion of the old system, easily understood, and a great improve 
Ment, as was confessed by every one who attended our Christmas 
match. ‘jhe only noticeable change is in the third class targets, 
and the addition of the “inner” circle renders ties almost im 
posrible. Hoping that our eee will prevent further 
attacks. We remain, your obedient servants, JouHn T. UNper- 
mILL, President; Freperick WuHittaKerR, Vice President ; 
GrorcE O. Starr, Secretary, American Rifle Association of 
Westchester County. 


» Tue Cope.—In another two wecks the Military Association 
will meet in Albany, and the probabilities are that this year they 
will redeem their past record, by recommending some vigorous 
action with regard to the Code. We are sincerely glad to be au- 
thorized to announce that the staff of Governor Tilden, headed 
by Adjutant-General Townsend, are a unit on the question of the 
necessity of Code reform. That the Military Association, under 
its present able lcader, will help them, is certain. The only 
question is, how much reform can we get’ The Adjutant Gen- 
eraland the association will be alike hampered by the penny 

wise pound-foolish meanness of the country members, who come 
down cocked and primed to kill the thousand dollar exemption 
if they can. The ony reforms certain to be urged are those of a 
shorter term of enlistment, re-enlistments for short terms, a 
definition of what constitutes an enlistment, a practical method 
of cancelling enlistments in case of the party wishing to buy a 
discharge, a proper method of effecting transferr, fixing the 
ownership of uniforme, and making the time of annual inspec- 
tion discretionary. These are all good reforms,. It remains to 
be seen whether we can get more for the National Guard, and 
officers who have hitherto been content to grumble have it now 
in their power to suggest practical remedies, if they will stay up 
the hands of the Adjutant-General and the Military Association. 
We hope to return to this subject. 

The members of the Hous3 on whom the virtual decision of 
the amendments will rest are the members of the Military Com- 
mittee, who are Mesers. Voesburgh, of Albany ; Cook, of Otse- 
go ; Schenck, of Montgomery ; Beach, of New York ; Beardsley, 
of Cayuga ; Ives, of Oneida; Husted, of Westchester ; McAfee, 
of New York, and Taylor, of Rensselaer. Messrs. Vossburgh 
and Husted are also on the Ways and Means Committce. 


Tue Vacant Diviston.—There is naturally quite a flutter 
in Brooklyn about the next major-general of the Second 
division. The name of General Slocum comes down among 
the small fry like a whale among minnows, defying oppo- 
sition. But then comes the question, will Slocum, a corps 
commander in war times, care to be bothered with the com- 
mand of a division of militia? If he is kind and public 
spirited enough to undertake.the cares of a thankless 
position, there is no question that he is probably the best 
man to be found in Brooklyn for the post. Besides war ex- 
perience, General Slocum, in a political career of distinc- 
tion, has learned the arts of personal influence which are 
essential to control militiamen, and if he will take the 
trouble, can even pertorm the difficult task of replacing 
General Woodward, lately the most successful division 
commander in New York. It is, however, a problem whether, 
to General Slocum, the game would be worth the candle, 
and failing him, there is one icon proper choice that 
can be made in the Second division. We refer of course to 
the promotion of the senior brigadier, General Meserole, a 
capable and excellent officer, who has commanded and is 
now commanding the division by right of seniority. 
Against this choice not a ‘word can be said, and though” 
possibly not so brilliant as that implied in the selection ot 
the celebrated Slocum, the future of the division would be 
in sate hands. One thing we earnestly trust, for the honor 
of the National Guard, that no officer in the division will 
ive his vote for a political reason to an unfit candidate. 
‘olitics have been the bane of the National Guard in the 

past. Let the Second division be the first to purge the 
record. 


Crry Courts-Mart1a.—Our National Guard officers, who 
are proverbially sharp on legal points, have lately found a 
grave flaw in the Code amendment, changing the personal 
of mental or brigade courts. This amendment pro- 
vides that the Presidents of regimental and brigade courts- 
martial must be judge-advocates, or brigade staff officers 

than captains in rank. 
oY” selerens® to the Journa of August 29, 1874, the 
language of the act will be found to be as follows, the 
numbering of the sections referring to the present Code, 
the change: itself being in chapter 388, pp. 487-8, laws of 
1874: “Section 196. For the trial of non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates, the commandant of each 
brigade may at any time appoint a regimental or battalion 
court-martial for apy regiment or battalion in his brigade, 
w shall consist of the brigade judge-advocate, ex- 
rovided in section 197 of this act.. Section 197 of 
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new court consist of, an officer of the brigade staff, whose 
rank ‘is not below that of a captain.’” The flaw which 
exists is found im section 198, which reads as follows: ‘‘ The 
officer constituting such court shall, before he enters on his 
duties as such, take the following oath”—here follows the 
oath—* and such oath shall be taken by him before a justice 
of the peace of the county in which he resides, or a field 
officer of his regiment or battalion; and it shall be the 
duty of such justice of the peace or field officer to admin- 
ister the oath without fee or reward.” In thecountry there 
is no difficulty on this point. Justices are plenty there. 
In’ New York and Brooklyn there are no justices of the 
peace, and the clause about field officers has become in- 
operative, because a brigade staff officer has no regiment or 
battalion. This is one instance of the loose manner in 
which Military Code legislation has been hurried through 
in our Assembly and Senate. A return to U.S. practice, 
which is already settled by experience, is the shortest way 
out of this difficulty, which really leaves the First. and 
Second divisions without power to try enlisted men, for the 
want of some one to swear in the court. 1t is the innumer- 
able technicalities of law that have hitherto most hampered 
the National Guard, and a return to U. 8. regulations, 
wherever possible, rids us of all these vexatious quibbles 
which answer no good purpose, but obstruct justice, 


NATIONAL RiFLE Association, —The third annual meeting 
of the Association was held at the Astor House on Tuesday, 
12th inst., the meeting being called to order at 4.15 Pp. m. 
The parlor, which was‘very large, was completely filled 
with life members, and a great many annual members had 
also come, many under the impression that they could vote 
at the election for directors. Legislative amendments to 
the by-laws berred them out, however, as only life members 
can now vote on directors, the privileges of annval mem- 
bers being limited to the use of the range, etc. Colonel 
Chureh, the President, opened with a short address, con- 
gratulating the Association on the great success of last 
year, and recapitulating the previous years’ experience— 
the tirst spent in preliminary purchase and arrangement 
of Creedmoor, the second in matches and improving prac- 
tice, the third culminating in the International victory, and 
the best scores ever made in the world at long range, 
Creedmoor being now a name of world-wide reputation, 
and the parent of clubs all over the United States, extend- 
ing also to South America, The roll of life members was 
then called, with the following gentlemen present : General 
J. B. Woodward, General Franz Sigel, General Kilbourne 
Knox, Colonel John Ward, General M. T. McMahon, George 
Crouch, A. Alvord, J. L. Price, Captain B. E. Valentine, 
Captain John Keim, Captain Karl Klein, Captain L. G. T. 
Bruer, Colonel Josiah Porter, Lieutenant-Colonel John 8. 
Camp, Colonel George D, Scott, General Thomas 8. Dakin, 
A. Y. Davis, Captain Henry Fulton, Patrick Rooney, Cap- 
tain L. C. Bruce, Major R. L. Belknap, Colonel B. Burton, 
A. V. Cuufield, Jr., W. A. French, E. A. Fisher, F. D. Fair- 
banks, E. Haines, Jr., J. 8. Holland, Joseph Holland, 
Thomas Lloyd, T. M. Motley, 8. H. Mead, E. H. Madison, 
H. H. Meday, J. L. Price, C. E. Prescott, C. T. Robbins, 
J. P. M. Richards, W. W. Skiddy, E. H. Sanford, W. H. 
Murphy, J. R. Andrews, General J. J. Bartlett, Colonel 
Francis De Gress, Captain R. Kelly Stiles, Major C. 8. 
Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel D, I, Milne, J. McKenny, Gen. 
McCook, A. Olrig, L. Richardson, Major L. B. Roder, W. W. 
Reynolds, A Rich, Frederick Tompkins, Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. E. Van Wyck, and Colonel Emmons Clark. 


The balloting for directors was then taken up, nomina- 
tions being open, and while the tellers were counting the 
votes the Treasurer and Secretary their reports. The 
former showed the annual receipts to have been $19,647.25; 
expenditures, $18,510.60, leaving a balance of $1,137.65 re- 
maining in the treasury. The cash assets of the Association 
were $11,115; liabilities, $7,784.75, leaving a balance of 
$3,330.25 in its favor. This report was adopted, with great 
evidence of satisfaction at the administration of General 
McMahon. Colonel Gildersleeve then followed with a very 
gomprehensiye report, in which the poetry of rifle practice, 
as contrasted with the hard prose of finance, was strikingly 
illustrated. At 5.30 Pp. m., when the colonel produced a 
pile of MS. about twenty inches high, for the conclusion of 
his report, there was some laughter and much terror mani- 
fested. A member with great presence of mind, moved 
the suspension of the reading, for even Shakespeare palls 
on a man anxious for dinner at 6 Pp. mM. The result of the 
ballot was announced as follows: Five directors of three 
years term, General McMahon, Colonel Church, Hon. 
D. W. Judd, Captain Fulton, and E. H. Sanford 
of the Seventh; for one year, General Molineux. 
All but Fulton and Sandford were re-elections. Mr. 
Peck then read the report of Prize Committee, and 
Colonel Wingate that of Range Committee, the latter 
recommending that no change be made in the tar- 
ets or scoring at Creedmoor. The President then 
announced as a committee to co-operate with the Amateur 
Club on the International Return Match at Dublin, the 
names of Mr. James Gordon Bennett, Generals Wood- 
ward, McMahon, and Molineux. At 5.45 the meeting 
adjourned, . 


Wasurnoton Grays.—The Washington Grays driil every 
Monday evening, on foot, in their nice little armory, corner 
Broadway and Forty-fifth street. Like the Eighth, they 
have an exceedingly handsome place, fitted up in good 
taste. We chanced to be in there on Monday evening last, 
aud were pleased to find sixteen files present, drilling with 
carbines. The first sergeant was the assistant instructor, 
while Captain Baker stood by his side to supervise. The 
mantial was being taught, and, we are sorry to gay, incor- 
rectly taught. Especially was this the case in ‘‘ Order 
arms,” when the sergeant directed the men to make the 
first motion at the word ‘‘order,” the second at the word 
‘“‘arms,” In these matters, there is nothing like following 
the tactics, The men seemed to be remarkably patient, in- 
telligent, and docile ; the officers anxious to excel, and the 
drills take place weekly. This company has been drilling 
weekly now since October, we believe, and ought by this 
time_to know the manual of arms. Instead of this, all 
seemed to be utterly green and inexperienced. Their time 
it seems had been wasted on marching drill without arms. 
Here is where our city cavalry troops make their greatest 
mistake, A cavalry soldier demands individual instruction 
in riding and the use of arms to make him something mare 
than a defenceless puppet. The manual of sabre and car- 
bine, and the sabre exercise, ought to be taught studiously 
to these men, Apart from the question of utility, as a mere 
parade business, the sabre and carbine drill is the most 
showy. Captain Baker and the sergeant do not seem to 
understand either perfectly, and need to study them up. 
There is no sort of difficulty in making the Washington 
Grey Troop the best in the city, but it must be by individu- 
al instruction, and the instructors must be sure of their 
business. All 1t needs is hard study from Captain Baker, 
whs must insist on his lieutenants working also, and drill- 
ing squads. It does not ‘look well in a drill-room to see 
commissioned officers looking on at a sergeant drilling. If 


Seay cannot drill themselves, they ought to learn, few 


ts will work wonders, if they are satisfied to do one 
thing at a time, 


CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tue following named officera have been commissioned in the 
National Guard. State of New York, during the month of De- 
cember, 1874 : 

First Brigade —Capt. H. Fulton, inspector of rifle practice. 

Fifth Brigade—Capt. B. E. Valentine, inspector of rifle prac. 

Ninth Brigade—Capt. C. H. Warren, A. D. C. ; First Lieut. E. 
McCammon, A. D. U.; Capt. H. L. Washburn, Jr., insp. rifle 
prac. ; Capt. E. Savage, ord. officer; Capt. J. D. Brooks, Q. M.; 
Capt. J. Fisher, C. 8. 

‘Twenty-first Bri ade—Capt. A J. Oatley, C, 8. 

Twenty-third Brigade—C. D. MacDougall, brig.-gen. 

Separate Troop Uavalry, Eleventh Brigade—A Behlen, first 
lieut. ; A. Schmitt, sec. lieut. ; J. A. Lauby, sec. lieut. ° 

Separate Troop Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Brigade—C. 8. Newell, 
first lieut. ; H. Sivers, second lieut. 

First Battalion—Wm. E. Horton, second lieut. 

Fifth Infantry—H. Gimpel, capt. ; A. C. Turner, sec. lieut. 

Sixth Infantry—E. A. Peterson, captain. 

Eighth Infantry—Wm. J. Dougiass, sec. lieut. 

Ninth Infantry—H. F. Kennedy, sec. lieut. ; LE. Hoagland, 
capt. ; J. A. Bluxome, first lieut. 

enth Infautry—S. Weaver, capt. 

Eleventh Infantry—J. Munzel, capt. ; F. C. Beyer, first lieut. 

Thirteenth Infantry—E. H. Coffin, sec. licat., E. ‘1H. Narwood, 
second lieut. 

Fifteenth Battalion—B. Degenkolb, capt; ; H, Mohr, first lieut. 

Sixteenth Battalion—Capt. G. A. Brandreth, A. C. ; First Lieut. 
W. A. Downs, adj. ; First Lieut. A. D. Dunbar, Q. M. 

Twenty-first lnfantry—G. Sharp, second lieut. ; P. Richard, 
capt.; H. L. Zachman, first lieut. ; A. Asher, second lieut. 

wenty-second Infantry—W. M. Dunning, capt. ; T. L. Miller, 
first lient.; W. P. Anderson, first lieut. ; O. 8. Bogert, sec. lieut. 

Twenty-seventh Infantry—F. J. Starr, first lieut. 

Forty-fourth Battalion—J. F. Pettit, capt. . 

Forty-eeventh Infantry—A. Guthrie, first lieut.; P. Hoffman, 
second lieut. : R. P. Morle, second lieut. 

Fifty-first Infantry—J. Bubb, second lieut.; Martin Salmon, 
sec. lieut. ; W. A. Butler, second lieut. 

Fifty-fourth Infantry—A. F. Brash, capt. , R. Van Graafeiland, 
first lieut.; B. F. Ridley, capt. 

Ninety-sixth Infantry—Capt. C. L. Volkhausen, A. C.; P. 
Hemmer, lieut.-col. ; F. wy major ; A. W. Meylick, capt. ; 
F. R. Lawrence, chaplain ; A. Beyer second lieut.; W. Kruger, 
secon. lieut. 

The following resignations in the National Guard, State of 
New York, have been accepted during the same period : 

Second Division--J. B. Woodward, major-general. 

First Brigade—Roland M, Hall, major and inspector. 

Seventh Brigade--C. O. Le Count, capt. and com. of sub. 

Eighth Brigade—G. Beach, brigadier-general. 

Battalion of Artillery—Waruer Westcott, colonel. 

Battery K, First Division—Phil. E. Haag, sec. lieut. 

Washington Grey Troop Cavalry—A. L. Batterson, sec. lieut. 

First Battalion—Jas. H. Spencer, capt. 

Twenty-cighth Battalion—Reinhardt F. Lenz, second lieut. 

Forty fourth Battalion—P. M. Brown, capt. ; M. F. Tupper, 
dr., first lient. ; C. A. Bogardus, first lieut. 

Fiftieth Battalicn—Raymer V. Egbert, first licut. 

Eighth Infantry--H. D. Lediard, first lieut.; L. W. Powers, 
first lieut.; G. J. Kraus, second lieut. ; J. Cassidy, sec. lieut. 

Tonth Infantry—M, A. Hook, first lieut.; L. G, Hun, first 
lieut. and adjutant. 

Eleventh Infantry, Henry Balz, captain. 


ling first lieut, 
wenty-sccond Infantry—John C. Wilmerding, first lieut. 
Twenty-third Infantry—D. W. Van Ingen, captain. 
Twenty-sixth Infantry—J. J. Burke, second lieut. 
Fifty-fourth Infantry—Warner Westcott, colonel. 
Sixty-ninth Infantry—T. J. Flannery, capt, ; M. Keegan, first 
lieutenant and adjutant. 
Seventy-ninth lufantry—G. Rogers, captain. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Mason AERY, of the Firet Battalion Cavalry, is now Captain 
of the New York Schutzen Corps. 


— Tue Eighth and Fifth Infantry drills are unavoidably laid 
over owing to the c rowded state of our columns this week. 

— On Wednesday evening, 13th inst., the Klein Troop had a 
grand ball at Teutonia Hal!, and danced till daylight, with great 
success. , 

— Mr. Willis Van Winkle has written a new song on the 
Seventh. 

— Tue Drum-Major’s Association have elected for the year 
18%5: President, N. T. Jenks ; Vice-President, C. Fiisch ; Trea- 
surer, G. W. Brown ; Secretary, EK. Mclatyre. 

— Fripvay, 8th inst., the Thirteenth had their theoretical in- 
etruction of officers and non-commissioned officers under Colonel 
Jourdan. 

— Company F, Seventh, have given ex-Lieutenant Goodwin a 
set of resvlutions, expressing regret at his retirement after 
twelve years’ service. 

— Carprain Joun Hupner drilled Battery K at the arsenal on 
Thursday evening 7th inst. ‘he battery drills again on Thurs- 
day, 1ith. 

— Company A, First Battalion, has lost Captain Spencer by 
resignation. Company UH, same command, has elected Lieuten- 
ant Wm. E. Horton. 

— CoLONEL GILDERSLEEVE is hesitating about taking the 
Ninth, when we all know that he is justabout the only man in 
New York that can run that machine with any success. 

— Tue War Veterans of the Fourteenth have elected Colonel 
Fowler president for the year; Vice-Presidents, William Shaw, 
Charles Schurig, James West; Secretaries, Z. C. Waterbury, 
John Vilet, James Woodhead. The association numbers about 
eighty members, and flourishes like a green bay tree. 

— Tue Separate Troop Cavalry, Eleventh brigade, had a short 
drill last Thursday evening, Captain Kreuscher in command. 
Th s was the first drill of the season, consequently not much can 
be expected. They intend to parade on Washington's birthday in 
their new uniform. 

— Tue Howitzer Battery, Eleventh brigade, has received a 
portion of its new horse equipments, and expects the rest in a 
afew days. Horse artillery pure and simple is the watchword in 
this battery, and the laxity of a man riding on the caisson will 
be sternly discountenanced. 

— GENERAL Woopwakp continues to reccive wi handsome 
compliments, as he deserves, from the Second division. Gen- 
eral Meserole invited him to a little party, and his late staff then 
and there caught him and presented him with a kandsome bronze 
clock and side pieces, to remind him of them. 

— Tue ficld officers of the Eighth brigade have done well in 
their second trial for a brigadier. On Thursday last, 7th inst., 
as we were going to press, they followed our wish as well as if 
they had known it, by electing Colonel Parker, of General Hus- 
ted's staff, their new brigadier. General Parker is an old officer 
of war experience, and has the character to make a live brigade. 

— Tue Old Guard continues to flourish, with Major McLean at 
the top of the roster for 1875. The senior rer for the year is 
Lonis D. Buckley ; junior captain, James T. Hatfield. The lieu- 
tenants are S. A. Fuller, James Davis, Jr., G. H. Chattendon, 
and C. G. Price. Brigadiers and colonels continue as before to 
compose the rank and file, and champagne promises to flow free- 
ly during the year. 

— Tux thirteenth annual ball of Battery B, Second division, 
Major John Timmes, was the event on Monday evening at the 
Military Hall, Williamsburgh. The hall was tastefully decorated. 
Mayer's Thirty second regiment band performed excellent mu- 
sic, and the warriors and their ladies made good use of it. Gen- 
eral Dakin and staff, Colonel Burger, Lieutenant-Colonel Ober- 
nier, Captain Schlig, and many officers of the Second division 
were present, 

— On Tuesday oventg, Company D, Thirty-second regiment, 
elected the following civil officers for the ensuing Jani Anton 
Roesch, president ; Louis Ossman, vice-president ; John Rausch, 





recording secretary ; Louis Beecher, financial secretary ; - 
tenant George Diedrich, treasurer; and alo elected Jacob Hofer 
° - 


Twelfth Infantry—Jd. E, Walker, first lieut.; H. R. F. Keoch-] 


and John Rausch sergeants, and William Hoffman, Louis Boecher, 
and Louis Froelich, corporals. 

— THE annual ball of the Thirty-second regiment drum 

took place at the Military Hall on Tnesda ening. Shi i 
after 9 o'clock Drum-Major Patterson lead the march throu 
the beautifully decorated hall, aud the regimental band did its 
level best in giving satisfaction. Such dancing, beautiful girls, 
drinking Rhine wine, music, gay uniformed officers, and a 
were never before seen. Amorg the officers present we ed 
Captain Kreuscher, Lientenant Behlen, Males Karcher, Lieuten- 
ant Miller, Captains Kissel and Schmitt, Lieutenant Diedrich, 
and others. The drum corps of the Fifth and Ninety-sixth regi: 
ments were present in full force, and also a tion from the 
Fourteenth and Forty-seventh regiments, 

— A New York gentleman who has recently located _in Yoko- 
hama, Japan, writes home that he finds there a Rifle Club, con- 
sisting mostly of the Royal Marines on that station, but at the 
same time having many citizen members. ‘ They are all,” he 
adds, “crazy to see a specimen of the Remington rifle that wom 
the match at Creedmoor against the Irish team. I attended the 
fall meeting of the club, and saw some fair shooting, but jwith 
one of those guns do not think I shonid ;be afraid to enter 
og them at the spring meeting which will take place in 

pr Red 

~- On Monday evening, 11th inst., Keim’s Battery gave a bal 
at Germania Hall, which was the greatest success ever known in 
that place. Shortly after min a party arrived from the T'wen- 
Sp -ccoene regiment ball, consisting of Colonel Ward, of the 
welfth ; Colonels Gildersleeve, Jussen and Mitchell, and Majors 
Parker and Belknap, and Captain Post, of General Shaler’s staff ; 
Major Wilson, of General Ward’s etaff, and Colonel Church- 
They were received in the most hearty and hospitable manner by 
Captain Keim and his officers, and left at 2:30 o'clock Saroney 
convinced that, whatever the attractions they had left behind 
them at the Academy they were more than compensated for by 
the enjoyment they had found among the warm-hearted Ger- 
mans of Keims Battery. 

— Tuer Eighth Infantry gave one of the social reunions, for 
which it is so famous, on Saturday evening, at the regimental 
armory in Twenty-third street. The sudden change in the 
weather did not prevent the attendance of a large and elegant 
company, and upon the preliminary concert being concluded the 
corridors and luxurious reception rooms were crowded, and the 

olished floor of the great drill-room was more than half hidden 
by the circling lines of promenaders. Dancing was begun at 
half-past nine, and continued far into the morning. The muric, 
ventilation, order of dances, supper, and song requisite were 
poorsies for in perfection, and a pleasanter reunion it has neyer 

een our privilege to attend. 





CONNECTICUT. 

Sxconp Inrantry.—The following named officers have been 
finally appointed on the staff of Colonel Bario, with rank from 
November 28, 1874: Russell Thompson, of New Haven, to be ad- 
jutant with rank of captain ; — W. M. Reed, of New Haven, 
to be pagmastor with rank of first lieutenant ; Samuel P, Brown, 
of New Haven, to be quartermaeter with rank of first lieutenant ; 
Henry O. Stearns, of Middietown, to be assistant quartermaster 
with rank of first lieutenant ; Eli Mix, of New Haven, to be com- 
misseary with rank of firet lieutenant ; Charles J. Mansfield, of 
Meriden, to be surgeon with rank of major; Edward H. Riley, of 
New Haven, to be assistant surgeon with rank of first lieuten- 
ant; Alonzo N. Lewis, of New Haven, to be chaplain with rank 
of captain. 

Captain A. C. Hendrick, commanding Company F, and 
Captain Josiah A. Bacon, commanding Com E, were 
directed to assemble their respective commands at Union armory 
on Monday, January 11, at 8:30 rp. ., for battalion drill. 

Commandants of companies are ordered on the day following: 
each company drill held between January 4 and May 1, 1875, to 
make out aad forward to regimental headquarters a report of 
the number of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians 
and privates present at and absent from every such drill. said 
reports will be made on the * morning — ’ blank. 

t having been certified to the commanding ofticer, by Captain. 
Theodore Byxbee, commanding Company I, of this ment, 
that Privates Geo. ©. Beadle, John C. Booth, John P. Jeralds, 
Heary E. Johns, Henry H. Kendrick, and Joseph H. McDonald, 
of his command, absented themselves from the Niantic encamp-~ 
ment without having been excased, and that notice of encamp- 
ment was legally served on the men, who have been notified of the 
fine incurred by such absence and neglect, Captain T. Byxbee 
has been directed to give them legal notice to appear at the armo- 
ry of Company I on Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 o’clock rp. m., 
when the commanding officer will hear and determine their 
cases. 

In pursuance of —_ Orders from regimental he adquarters, 
Companies E and F of this regiment assembled at the Union 
armory, Monday evening, January 11; thirty-two files front, all 
told, formed by the sergeant =) (acting as adjutant) into 
four commands of eight files each. They were turned over to 
Colonel Bario, who opened the dill a few minutes before nine 
o'clock, the order for aseembling ey been 8.30. The various 
movements executed were marching in line of battle; fours 
right about ; march in retreat; captains rectify the alignment ; 
to form column of companies to the left; marching by colamn 
of company ; by the right of company rear into column ; by the 
right of divisions to the rear into column ; close the column on 
rear division ; close the column on rear company ; to break from 
column of divisions into column of companies ; column of foure 
break from right to march to the left. At the beginning of the 
drill, the officers and men were a little rusty, but this wore off, 
and before the evening was over the mov ts we 
quite ee Je noticed some errors on the part of both 
ofticers and guides, several of the latter not being posted as to 
their positions or duties. Colonel Bario proved himself a good 
inetructor, oe each movement clearly before executip 
it, and pomting out the errors when it was finished. We would, 
however, suggest that in the future these drills be held with 
closed doors, and that none be admitted except officers of the 
regiment and men in uniform, as the noise of the spectators 
seriously affected the steadiness of the drill. The armory was 
very poorly lighted, only about half the available burners being 
lit. When another drill is held in this armory, those having the 
room in charge should provide more light. One thing this regi- 
ment needs in common with the other regiments of the Connec- 
ticut National Guard, and that is a fatigue uniform. At the 
drill in question, Company E paraded in semi-full dress, that is, 
full dress coat without epaulettes, peeks, fatigue cap, and waist 
belt, while Company F paraded in gray fatigue jackets, cap, 
equipments, and citizens ts. It is to be ho the Connec-. 
ticut Legisiature will take this matter in ha and not allow 
Massachusetts to crow over the Nutmeg State, because cougtry 
members are too stingy to provide fatigue jackets for less 
three thousand men. 

Fourtn Inrantry.—This regiment is one of the quiet hard. 
working bodies which rarely come into, newspaper notice, but 
keep steadily at work for all that. On Monday, 1ith inst., Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fairchild’s battalion (Companies B, E, and K-» 
drilled at the Bridgeport armory, their third winter's drill, an 
without any straining after effect did a gaod deal of hard con- 
sclentious work. ‘Their nexe drill night is on the 15th of Reb. 
ruary, when we hope to see them. Captain Shumway’s battalion 
has inaugurated the rifle movement in the Fourth, by arm 
target ame ee On Thursday, 2ist inst., Lientenant-Colon 
Fairchild’s battalion officers hold a meeting to inangwrate rifle 
practice in that section. Company K, of this regiment, is an 
exemplification of what hard work will do to make men ers, 
for they have to march eight miles every drill night, with the 
thermometer near zero, and yet e to turn out sixteen or 
twenty files every time. City regiments please copy. 


A TELEGRAM from Malta, dated Dec. 23, says = 
“The French war vessel Armide, with the Rear-Ad- 
miral commanding the French Mediterranean squad- 
ron on board, accompanied by the iron-clad corvettes. 
Reine, Blanche, and Jeanne a’Are arrived here this 
afternoon from Milo, On Monday last there was a 
tidal wave here. The sea in the harbor rose four 
feet, and fell after ten minutes. Several steamens 


parted from their stern moorings,” 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 


A monsTER 14-in. gun is being manufactured by 
Krupp, of , for tation to the Sultan. 
The cost of the gun is estimated at 20,000 Turkish 
pounds, 

Tue prize of £20, offered by the Junior Naval 
Professional Association, of England, for the best 
Essay on the “Comparative Merits of Simple and 
Compound Engines as applied to pe of War,” has 
been unanimously awarded by the judges, to Mr. Neil 


a one of the engineering staff at the Admi- | P° 


ralty. ey considered, however, that the Essay by 
Mr. Waghorn, Assistant Engineer in H. M. 8. Croco- 
dile, was but little inferior. Both these essays will 
shortly be published. 

Tae Pall Mall correspondent at Berlin writes: 
‘The successes of the Austrian Polar expedition, 
and the preparations being made in England for a 
new Arctic expedition, have awakened the desire in 
Germany not to be beliind these two countries, The 
Polar Exploration Society in Bremen has taken the 
opportunity of ing the Emperor’s support for a 
new Arctic expedition, which is to be based on the 
discoveries of the late voyage. The Society for the 
German North Pole expedition intend to apply for 
the necessary funds to the Emperor and the German 
government. Prince Bismarck has already informed 
the Society that he is very favorably disposed 
towards the enterprise, and would not be opposed to 
the Reichstag granting the requisite funds. It is 
hoped the expedition will be able to start early in 
the new year.” 


_ Tue Bessemer saloon steamer latcly went down the 
Humber on a trial trip, but in consequence of the fog 
and a heavy fall of snow was unable to make a regu- 
lar trial over the measured mile. Her performance 
was, however, thoroughly satisfactory in every re- 
spect. With only two-thirds pressure of steam, and 
only 20 revolutions per minute, instead of thirty, as 
expected, she steamed at the rate of 16 miles per 
hour against a head wind and with considerable sea 
on. She steered admirably, the low bow acting well, 
and the separate set of paddle-wheels working in 
unison most effectively. From this trial there is 
every reason to believe that the anticipation of the 
designer will be fully realised. The saloon could not 
be tried, as the machinery for working it is not yet 
completed, but in spite of a considerable sea the 
motion is stated to have been moderate and easy. 


Two Expeditions left Cairo, bound up the Nile, on 
the 5th of December, destined for reconnaissance and 
conquest into the unexplored —— of Kordofan 
and Darfour, Central Africa, ne Expedition is 
commanded by Col, R. E. Cotston and Lieut.-Col. 
Horatio B. Reep, the other by Col. Sparrow 
Purpy and Lieut.-Col. A. Macomp Mason—all offi- 
cers of the General Staff (Etat-Major), Egyptian army. 
The commands were superbly equipped with howitzer 
and Gatling batteries. A large party of Topographi- 
cal Engineers, and a Scientific Corps of Naturalists, 
etc., accompanied the several commands, and will 
tor the first time map the country, going into the 
heart of Africa, where white man has never before 
entered. The Expeditions will be absent three years. 
The Khedive received all the officers at his palace at 
Kasr-il-Nit the morning prior to leaving, and in a 
most handsome manner particularly thanked ‘his 
American Officers” for their devotion to him, in as- 
suming charge of such perilous expeditions, 

Tue Alert, 5, steam-sloop, 751 tons old measure- 
ment, which has been chosen to be the consort of the 
steam whaler Bloodhound in the forthcoming English 
Arctic Expedition, has been berthed at Portsmouth, 
preparatory to being docked and got ready for the 

t enterprise for which she has been chosen. “The 
Royalist and the Icarus, two of the sloop class ot 
screw-steamers attached to the Chatham steam 
reserve, are to be immediately surveyed, in order to 
ascertain whether either or both are adapted for 
being employed in connection with the expedition. 
The Royalist is a three-gun sloop, ot 913 tons, and of 
627 actual horse power. The Icarus, a sister vessel, 
also mounts three guns, is of 861 tons, and machin 
of 247 horse-power. The forthcoming expedition is 
, exciting intense interest in naval circles, and the 
volunteers for the service will, there is no doubt, be 
far in excess of the number required. Captain Nares, 
late of the Challenger, who has been appointed to 
the command, was expected to arrive in this country 
about the 23rd of last month. It is now definitely 
settled that the route followed by the expedition 
shall be that by Smith's Sound. The Admiralty 
vir h cal Societ; ead the Boral, Caan 

i iet t al Society, 

and asked those bodies ta furnish omm ions re- 
the scientific questions that should be kept 

in view during the expedition. It is announced that 
a request has made by the Foreign Office that 
the Danish government will permit their ts at 
Diseo, Proven, and Uponi to collect hunters, 
dogs, and dog drivers for the Arctic Expedition. It 
is stated that the expedition will not leave till the 
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served in a uliar manner. It is wholly lean, 
taken from the middle of the round, and cut into 
steaks, when it is put over a fire and dried, then 
packed. into canisters holding about 6 Ib. each, 
covered with boiled suet run in, and then hermeti- 
cally sealed. 


Tue London News of Dec. 25 has the following: 
The preceding experiments with the Macomber gun 
at Portsmouth, in the ‘room of her Majesty’s 
ship Nettle, and at Fort Cumberland, have been re- 
rted from time to time in our military and naval 
intelligence. Two facts were established at the trial 
at Fort Cumberland on the 16th of October, reported 
on Oct, 20. 1. There was no observable escape of 

. 2 A gun with a rifled tube of 1,275 inch 
iameter obtained with its shot a maximum penetra- 
tion of 21-2 inches in a piece of unbacked rolled 
iron plate 3 inches in thickness, The initial velocity 
of the shot had not, however, been tested in England 
till last Wednesday. Application had been made by 
the inventor, who is an American, to the authorities 
to test the gun at Shoeburyness, but the request was 
not acceded to, and resort was then had to a private 


firm, Messrs, Curtis and Harvey, the powder-makers, | P® 


who use Boulenge’s chronograph at their Hounslow 
mills for testing ‘the velocity given to shot by their 
powder. In the result an extraordinarily high rate 
of velocity was marked. The gun is a breech-loader, 
and it is so built that the largest charge of the 
chamber will hold the strongest powder that can be 
used in it without any strain tothe gun. This great 
resistance of the arm is obtained by using soft and 
comparatively elastic wrought iron in the interior, 
and inclosing the exterior only with rigid steel. 
Thus, in building up the gun, the inventor takes a 
bar of three different densities of wrought iron welded 
together, and then he rolls the bar into a disk, having 
a hole in the midd‘e. The disk is “set” with steel 
punches, driven by a steam hammer until the pres- 
sure of the punches begins to manifest itself by ex- 
panding the outer edge of the disk. Tbe inventor 
asserts that the pressure exercised by these punches 
is much greater than any which will afterward be 
applied by the charge, and he rejects such disks as 
cannot stand the strain. The disks, laid side by side 
and jump-welded together, make the gun, and the 
rt which is the powder-chamber is further inclosed 
“ great steel rings fixed over the disks at the breech 
by a powerful hydraulic press. The arrangement of 
tough iron inside and rigid steel outside is designed 
to equalize the strain, which is known to be much 
greater at the interior than at the exterior of tubes. 
The great rings of steel also serve to protect the 
loading-screw from injury by the enemy’s shot. The 
gun is loaded with powder amounting in weight to 
just half the weight of the shot, whatever that may 
be. When it has been loaded, it is closed by two 
and a half turns of « three-thread screw. The fire 
tube is forced by the screw into the centre of the 
charge; the base of the powder-chamber is closely 
surrounded with the steel blades of the gas check, 
which thus prevent any escape of gas. The dimen- 
sions of the small specimen used on Wednesday are 
added here to show the proportions which would 
obtain in large guns, The gun has an extreme length 
of 48 inches, and the instantaneous combustion of 
the powder which the strength of the breech allows 
has its influence in shortening the chase, which is 
only 24 inches in length. Thelength of the grooving 
in the tube is 23 inches. The powder-chamber is 
7.25 inches in length, with a diameter of 2.5 inches. 
The diameter of the grooved tube is 1.275 inches; 
length of fo breech, with rings, 14.75 inches; 
diameter of h, 10.10 inches; diameter over 
rings, 13 inches; number of rifled grooves, 7. The 
pitch of the grooves commences with one turn in 
180 inches, and finishes with one turn in 93. The 
missile fired on Wednesday was a conical shot 
weighing three pounds, and the powder used was 
one apd a half pounds of Curtis and Harvey’s sport- 
ing powder No, 3. Two shots were fired, but only 
one was The report of Messrs. Curtis 
and Harvey’s manager, Mr. Brown, who took the 
time by the ee is to the effect that the 
was over 2,000 feet per 
This is a higher velocity than any gun 
yet a Ss — ee — 
ran, on of a weapon. Velocity bein 
dcimcinal, the tangs of the on may be calculated. 
A | experiment for a very long-ranged gun is 
difficult orimpossible to make in England, especially 
when the actually claimed for this gun is the 
enormous distance of nine miles. 


Tue London Iron gives an account of recent ex- 
——— with a fog : For some time past en- 
eavors have been @ to secure for coast 
purposes more suited to the duty than the 
18-pounder cast iron gun now used. Major Maitland, 
R.A., of the Gun Factory, has designed a 
species of revolving : which will no doubt answer 


the purpose admira But in order to determine 
the beat material and form of muzzle for the new fog 
8 


each 2ft. long, and capable of con- 
a caitsllign consisting ‘of teas four to five 
ounces of powder, were constructed upon the follow- 


ing different plans, tested from the summit of 
butts -marshes, at various 


cast iron with a plain 
with @acdenimecties went 
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with a parabolic mouth. The object of trying both 
conical and parabolic mouths was to arrive at a de- 
cision in regard to the question which has always 
been pending amongst manufacturers of speaking- 
trumpets, as to which is the best shape for transmit- 
ting sound. Some assert that the form of the instru- 
ment should be a truncated cone; others, that it 
should be a truncated parabolic conoid, the mouth- 
piece occupying the focus. Either form would, ina 
greater or less degree, confine the undulations of 
sound (which would otherwise disperse themselves 
in all directions) and cause them to take a direction 
parallel to the axis. Hence the application of one or 
the other of them. On the occasion of the recent 
experiments the four models were placed in a row 
upon the summit of the butts, with their muzzles 
pointing towards Shooter’s-hill. The weather was 
cold and clear. The observers stationed themselves 
at various distances in front of the row of guns, from 
100 yards to 3,009 yards, moving forwards to a 
greater distance each time that the whole scries of 
four guns was fired. They were ignorant of the 
order in which the guns were fired, that being pur- 
sely left in the hands of the proot-master, so it was 
impossible for their opinions to be prejudiced. It 
was decided that the volume of sound emitted by 
each discharge should be represented as nearly as 
possible in figures, No. 1 being the *‘ highest” figure 
of merit, and No. 5 the lowest. The following re- 
sults were obtained : Adding together the respective 
figures of merit of each gun at eight several distances, 
from 100 to 3,000 yards, it was found that the cast 
iron gun with the conical mouth gave a total of 10, 
or, in other words, took the first place as regards the 
volume of sound produced at all ranges; the cast 
iron gun with a parabolic mouth a total of 21, thus 
taking the second place; the bronze gun with the 
parabolic mouth a total of 22 1-2, or taking the third 
place; whilst the cast iron gun with the plain or 
straight mouth gave 26 1-2, the lowest value of all 
four. At a distance of 1,000 yards only the bronze 
gun with the parabolic mouth took the second place. 
This was probably due to the superior ringing quaii- 
ties of the metal, which would be observed at such a 
short range. Further experiments were then made 
by observers stationed about two miles off upon 
Shooter’s-hill. The figures of merit under these cir- 
cumstances for the several guns were as follows: Out 
of 6 observations, 6 for the cast iron cone, 12 1-2 for 
the cast iron parabola, 19 for the bronze parabola, 
and 22 1-2 for the cust iron plain mouth. Thus we 
see that the great increase of distance is very urfavor- 
able to the bronze model, and that the plain-muzzled 
one is out of the field altogether. During the above- 
mentioned experiments trials were made with gun- 
cotton, in order to see whether the sound of its re- 
_— on explosion would reach to any great distance. 
asses consisting of about ten ounces were detonated 
in the open air upon the butts. Tbe noise made con- 
siderably exceeded that of the guns. It must be 
remembered, at the same time, that the proportion 
of powder in the gun-cartridges bore no analogy to 
the quantity of gun cotton detonated. The result of 
the trials was, however, considered so satisfactory 
that a parabolic reflector is being constructed in 
which it is intended to explode pieces of gun-cotton. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 

THE Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the Army AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








Army Officers who contemplate visiting Chicago: 
should exercise some judgment in selecting their hotel. 
The “ Sherman House” is at the head of the list. 








WE are authorized to say for Messrs. Pomrroy & Co. 
744 Broadway, N. Y., that having perfected their Band 
Trusses, they now send them to patients on trial, sub- 
ject to return if not satisfactory. For particulars, 
write to them, referring to this notice. 
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MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages rirry cENTs each, and the siz- 
— wm address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice. pF 

Lovert—Boge*.—In this city, Jan. 12, by the Rev. Edward B. 

D. D., Gzores 8. Lovart, of Washington, D. C., ap 
EMELINE Dong, daughter of Rear-Admiral Boggs, U. 8. Navy 

Mn.zs—Srerze..—On Thursday evening, Dec. 17, at the res’. 
ence of the bride’s parents, Fort Colville, W. T., by the Rev. H. 
T. Cowley, Captain Evan Mirzs, Twenty-first Infantry, and 
Mantua, daughter of Jacob Stetzel, Esq. 


DIED. 
Michigan, on the morning of the 


an illness of seventeen months of 
beloved wife of Captain 
y: 














Brirton.—At Kalamazoo, 
18th of November, 1874, after 





cons’ Mareazker, 
Poe rition, Sixth Tstantry. U.S. Arm 
. Toledo, 0) 


hio, papers please copy. 











